Holmdel Monthly
Community News and Updates

From the desk of Mayor Buontempo . . .
February was a busy and productive month for
Holmdel. On February 7th I had the honor to
attend Holmdel Fire and Rescue Company
#2’s annual installation dinner. We must
always be grateful for their service and
sacrifice, as well as that of all of our great first
responders.
The Township Committee and I were excited
to begin live streaming the committee
meetings this month. Thanks in large part to
the efforts of our township staff, residents who are unable to attend our
meetings now have the ability to watch the meetings live on their
computers or mobile devices by going to the township website, You
Tube, or on Facebook. You also have the ability to watch past meetings
at your convenience. We believe this demonstrates our commitment to
transparency and open government.
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This month we adopted ordinances establishing the Traffic and Bike
Safety (TABS) Committee and the Finance Advisory Committee (FAC).
The Township Committee feels it is vital to provide opportunities for
Holmdel citizens to have input on issues affecting our community.
Citizen participation in our government is the cornerstone of our great
democracy. More information on these committees is available in this
newsletter.

Recreation Updates

The New Jersey Natural Gas regulator station proposed to be built on
Holmdel Road continues to be of utmost concern to our residents. I and
three of my fellow committee members attended the public hearing on
NJNG’s appeal of our zoning board’s denial of their application. As your
Mayor, I was proud to voice our opposition to the regulator on behalf of
all of Holmdel’s citizens. I want to assure you all of our commitment to
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Holmdel Property Inspections by Realty Data Systems (RDS)
Properties in the area of this map will be the
next to be re-inspected for assessment data
collection purposes. Inspections will be
conducted between 9AM and dusk (Mon - Sat) in
the months ahead. Click the map for a larger
version.

In the past, properties were only inspected periodically
(when a revaluation was done). We now perform an inhouse district-wide reassessment annually, removing
the need for costly revaluations. To annually reassess,
the law and NJ Division of Taxation require the
municipality to physically inspect every property once
every five to eight years. The purpose of the inspections
is to gather accurate information on each property so
that the in-house appraisal process (and resulting tax
distribution) is fair and uniform. In accordance with the
law, the Township of Holmdel has contracted Realty
Data Systems (RDS) to perform the mandated
inspections. Each year, a geographic section is chosen
for the inspectors to verify the property data. Holmdel
is on schedule to complete this Township-wide cycle
over a three-year period (2020-2022).

UPCOMING MEETINGS
Township Committee
Date: Tuesday, March 10 & 24
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Planning Board
Date: Tuesday, March 3 &17
Time: 7:00 p.m.
Zoning Board
Date: Wednesday, March 4 & 18
Time: 7:00 p.m.
All meetings are held in the
Municipal Courtroom
4 Crawford’s Corner Road

Property owners in the selected section will be
receiving a postcard in the coming weeks to notify them
of the upcoming inspection. RDS will have a group of
inspectors in the area verifying the interior and exterior
data that the Assessor’s office has on file. The
inspection consists of taking photographs (with a
tablet), knocking on doors to inspect the interior with a
homeowner or adult permission, walking the properties
(including rear yards) to perform exterior inspection, as
well as measuring and sketching the structures. If there
is no answer at the door, a door hanger explaining the
purpose of the visit and instructions to contact RDS for
an appointment will be left. The inspector will then
continue the exterior inspection, including entering the
rear of the property. Inspectors will not go through
locked gates, but will enter an unlocked gate/fence to
access the rear of the property and verify the sketch of
the structure and any amenities. If the inspector does
not gain access to the interior of your property, they
will estimate the interior room counts and conditions.
All inspectors carry photo ID badges and wear highvisibility vests or jackets. The Assessor’s Office and
Police Department have a full list of inspectors and
their background checks and vehicle information.
Please note: The inspectors are not appraisers and
are not appraising your home. The inspectors are
simply data collectors and return the data to the
Assessor’s Office where the reassessment process is
done annually. Any questions should be directed to
the Assessor’s Office.
Click here for more information about the
assessment function and reassessment process.
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Mayor and Township Committee Join Residents to Fight Against New
Jersey Natural Gas Regulator
Over 150 people crowded into the Holmdel
Senior/Community Center on February 13th as elected
officials and concerned residents expressed their
opposition to the New Jersey Natural Gas regulator
station proposed to be built on Holmdel Road. The
public hearing on NJNG’s appeal of the twice-denied
application to build the regulator was presided over by a
judge from the New Jersey Office of Administrative Law.
The Holmdel Zoning Board of Adjustment initially denied
the application in 2016, and again in 2017.
Holmdel’s special counsel for the matter, Peter Dickson,
presented several arguments against the proposal,
including that the regulator would be inconsistent with New Jersey’s Energy Master Plan. Mayor Greg
Buontempo attended the meeting, along with three other members of the Township Committee. The Mayor
expressed serious concern over the adverse health and environmental impacts from pollutants emanating from
the proposed regulator’s three 15-foot smokestacks. Of particular concern is the close proximity of the station
to the Holmdel Village School.
The Township Committee, at this point, has committed to spending $50,000 in the legal battle against NJNG.
“We feel a little bit like David going up against Goliath, but we are committed to the fight”, said Mayor
Buontempo. “I would not be doing my job as mayor if I did not vigorously oppose the applicant’s appeal on
behalf of our residents,” he added. Deputy Mayor Cathy Weber said, “The preservation of Holmdel’s beauty,
the protection of our environment, and the health of our residents, especially our children, are too important
to abandon our efforts.”
There is still an opportunity for residents to submit written
comments directly to the clerk of the Office of
Administrative Law, 33 Washington St., Newark, NJ 07102
or to Aida Camacho-Welch, Secretary, NJ Board of Public
Utilities, 44 South Clinton Ave., 3rd Floor, Suite 314, P.O. Box
350, Trenton, NJ 08625-0350. Comments, if any, should be
identified with the heading “In the Matter of the Petition
of New Jersey Natural Gas Company for a Determination
Concerning Holmdel Regulator Station Pursuant to NJSA
40:55D-19, BPU Docket No. GO18111257: OAL Docket No.
PUC 17810-2018S”. Copies of written comments must be
made available to all involved parties.

New Committees Foster
Citizen Engagement &
Transparency
At its February 11th meeting, the Holmdel Township
Committee adopted ordinances establishing two
committees intended to provide residents with the
opportunity to provide input on important issues
concerning the Township. The members of both
committees will be appointed by resolutions of the
Township Committee.
The Traffic and Bike Safety (TABS) Committee will be
made up of seven members, five of which will be
Holmdel residents, designated as “public members”
and appointed to three-year terms. One member of the
Township Committee will be appointed to a one-year
term as “Township Committee Liaison”. The Chief of
Police will designate an official from the police
department as a member of the TABS Committee. The
purpose of the Committee will be to engage with
Holmdel citizens regarding traffic and bicycle safety on
the township’s roadways. Among the issues the TABS
Committee may review are high-risk intersections or
streets, crosswalks, signage, flashing lights, bike lanes,
roadway markings, safety programs, and county, state,
or private partnerships or grants.
The Township Committee also established a Finance
Advisory Committee (FAC) to interact with residents
regarding the Township’s finances and obtain their
input. The FAC will be tasked with providing guidance
to the Township Committee regarding Holmdel’s fiscal
affairs. Like the TABS Committee, the FAC will consist
of seven members appointed by resolution, six of which
will be “public members” and appointed to three-year
terms.
A “Township Committee Liaison” will be
appointed from among the Township Committee as
well.
The FAC may review publicly available
documentation and hold discussions on relevant
considerations, including means of achieving financial
responsibility, means of offsetting the property tax
burden, and identification of potential new revenue
opportunities. The Township Committee Liaison will
relay any recommendations the FAC may have to the
Township Committee.
Each committee will choose a chairman, secretary, and
such other officers deemed necessary from among its
members, all of whom will serve without compensation.
Both will meet quarterly, or at the request of the
respective Township Committee liaison.
Residents interested in serving on either of these
committees can go to the Holmdel Township website
and submit an online application found here.

Large Item Drop Off
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New Firehouse Site Selected
The Township Committee took an important
step toward addressing community concerns
when a site for a new centrally-located
firehouse was chosen at its February 11th
meeting. In a unanimous vote the Committee
approved a two-acre site located on township
property near Crawford’s Corner Road and
along the PNC Bank Arts Center access road.
After considering a number of locations, the
Township Committee considered this site as

the one that best meets the Town’s needs.
The new location will improve response to all
areas of the township, as well as provide
adequate space for storage and training of
fire personnel. The committee had already
approved bonding in the amount of $4.2
million for the new facility.
The First Aid Squad building is located across
from the proposed firehouse site. “Our plan
keeps all emergency services basically at one
location,” Mayor Greg Buontempo said.
“Since first aid exists there it has no new
impact on residential property, and, with
first aid and fire working together, it allows
that cohesiveness to continue.”
Committee
member
Rocco
Pascucci
emphasized the urgency in building the new
firehouse. “We need this place so we can get
more volunteers, we need this place so it can
be centrally located.”
(For more information on the process and larger design layouts
click on the picture to the left)

LOCK YOUR CARS
You wouldn’t give a stranger the key to your home – or leave it under the welcome mat with a sign
pointing to it. However, many people are doing just that leaving their cars unlocked with the key fob
inside. Aside from the value of the car, we have laptops, wallets, credit cards, money, garage door
openers, and so much more in our cars. Why would you leave it unlocked for anyone to steal?
Monmouth County leads New Jersey in the number of vehicles that were stolen while unlocked. Once
stolen, these vehicles are often being used in violent crimes or are getting involved in police pursuits
causing significant risks to the public. The current rash of vehicle thefts and burglaries has greatly
affected Holmdel. Almost EVERY vehicle that has been stolen was left unlocked with the key fob inside.
It is imperative that all residents be made aware that your “sense of security” is misplaced, and YOU are
creating greater risks for future crimes, and more dangerous situations.
LOCK YOUR CARS. If residents would make this one adjustment, it will dramatically reduce the
number of car thefts and burglaries. Simply lock your car, and bring your key fob inside. Share
this message with friends, neighbors, co-workers, and family members. This simple step has the
ability to reduce not only vehicle thefts, but other dangerous incidents from occurring in your
neighborhood. It will benefit you, your family, your community, and the police.
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Phillips Park Turf Project Set to Begin
On February 28th the
Township
Committee
approved a change order
for the completion of the
turf project at Phillips Park.
Construction is set to begin
the first week of March.
Construction is expected to
last 8-10 weeks. Contact
the Township at 732-9462820 with any questions.

Recreation Department Hosts
Daddy/Daughter &
Mother/Son Dances
The weekend of February 22-23, 2020, the Recreation
Department hosted the “Under The Sea”
Daddy/Daughter and Mother/Son dances at Jacques
Reception Center.

Registration Open!
2020 Swim Club
For more information and to register today click the pool below

On Saturday, February 22 over 300 guests arrived for
the Daddy/Daughter Dance. The girls and their dates
enjoyed an evening of dancing, food, games and
more. No Limit Entertainment kept everyone
energized throughout the event.

Holmdel Announces Farmland
Purchase

On Sunday, February 23 over 130 guests arrived for the
Mother/Son Dance. The boys and their dates enjoyed
an afternoon of games, dancing, food and fun. Once
again No Limit Entertainment was on hand to keep the
group entertained. Mayor Greg Buontempo and
Assemblywoman Serena Dimaso stopped by the
welcome the guests.

Mayor Greg Buontempo is excited to announce the
purchase of over 60 acres of farmland. The tract,
previously owned by H.M.F. Associates, is located in the
southwestern quadrant of Holmdel Township, just north
of the intersection New Jersey Route 34 and Monmouth
County Route 520.
At its April 23, 2019 meeting, the Township Committee
approved and endorsed the acquisition of the property by
Continued on page 7
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Continued from page 1

continue this struggle. I especially want to thank all of those that came out to the hearing. Whether as an
individual resident or a member of an advocacy group, your voices must be heard.
I am also pleased to announce that, after much study and input from residents and first responders, the
Township Committee unanimously approved a site of off Crawford’s Corner Road for the new firehouse.
We are anxious to keep this project moving forward.
As winter draws to a close (hopefully), please remember to be safe as you go about your daily activities.
Regards,
Mayor Greg Buontempo and the Township Committee

Continued from page 6

Township of Holmdel Important Numbers
.

Main Township 732-946-2820
Police Department 732-946-4400
Public Works 732-946-9690 ext. 1316
Recreation 732-946-9690 ext. 1226
Community Development 732-946-2820 ext 1305

the Monmouth County Agriculture
Development Board (MCADB) under the
New Jersey State Agriculture Development
Committee’s (SADC) Municipal Planning
Incentive Group Program. Under the
agreement, Holmdel agreed to a cost share
of 16% of the total purchase price of
$2,378,130. Monmouth County picked up
24%, with the balance being paid by the
state. Holmdel’s share of the easement
purchase, $380,500, was included in the
2019 Capital Improvement Fund.
“The preservation of open space and the
beauty of Holmdel has always been one of
our top priorities”, said Buontempo. “It is
so important to take advantage of
opportunities like this to preserve farmland
and maintain our town’s bucolic character.”
The purchase of the easement protects the
property from future development, as well
as adverse impacts on the township’s
environment.
There are now 340 acres of preserved
agricultural lands in Holmdel under the
umbrella of New Jersey’s Farmland
Preservation Program. Other preserved
farms include the Callan Farm, the former
F&F Nurseries property and the former
Chase Tract lands. Municipal parkland such
as Cross Farms and Bayonet Farm further
maintain the Township’s links to its rural
roots.

Holmdel Police and Schools Partner
in Fight Against Drugs and Violence
The Holmdel Township Police Department and Holmdel
Township Public Schools have launched the Law
Enforcement Against Drugs (LEAD) educational program.
With the first classes being held at the Indian Hill School on
January 27th, the goal of the program is to create safer, healthier
communities free of drugs, bullying, and violence.

The classes are being taught by Holmdel Sgt. Jon
Martin, who has served as the School Resource
Officer (SRO) for Holmdel Public Schools for five
years. Sgt. Martin will be leading the sixth-grade
students at the school through interactive lessons
over a ten-week period through April.
LEAD’s “Too Good” curriculum puts social and
emotional learning to work through fun and
interactive lessons, building the self-confidence
young people need to make healthy choices and
achieve success. In addition to goal-setting, the
program strives to develop decision-making,
effective communication, anger management, media

literacy, conflict resolution, social and emotional
competency, and pro-social bonding. Eventually,
Martin and the students will put these skills to use in
dealing with issues like drug use (including tobacco
and alcohol), bullying, and violence.
Indian Hill principal Lisa Vitale believes that sixth
grade is a good time to introduce the program, as the
students are preparing to transition to the Satz
School.
“This is an opportunity to expose our
students to concepts they wouldn’t normally learn
about in elementary school”, Ms. Vitale said. “There
are always new concerns as they move to the middle
school environment,” she added.
Continued on page 9

CONGRATULATIONS!

Holmdel Students Continue to Shine
Madeline S. Fields, Violin
Winner of the 2020 NJSYO Concerto Competition
Rayan Jawa, Viola
Honorable Mention 2020 NJSYO Concerto Competition
Holmdel D14 Cheer Squad Champions
Logan Placca and Michael Todisco Jersey Shore Junior A Division Wrestling
Champions
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Continued from page 8

Holmdel Public Schools Director of Curriculum and
Instruction Dr. Dineen Seeley had experience with
the LEAD program as an administrator in another
district, and was eager to introduce it in Holmdel. “I
have witnessed first-hand the tremendous impact the
LEAD program has on children and was excited to
bring it to Holmdel,” she said. “It supports the
emotional learning of our adolescents at a time when
they are very impressionable and are beginning to
make decisions for themselves.” She also sees
benefits for the police department and the
community as a whole. “Having a partnership with
local law enforcement is a win-win for the police
department and the community, as our students
develop trusting relationships with local police
officers,” according to Dr. Seeley. Holmdel Chief
John Mioduszewski agrees. “The LEAD program
builds upon relationships we have established
through programs like our Youth Academy. By
partnering with our school district, we are able to
have a positive impact in the classroom, which will,
in turn, strengthen our ties to the community.”
Sgt. Martin, a former Indian Hill student, attended a
40-hour course in order to be certified as a LEAD

instructor. Although he has focused on the high
school during his tenure as SRO, the elementary
school students have become familiar with him
through his assistance with assemblies on such topics
as cyberbullying. Teaching the LEAD program will
allow him to interact with the younger children on a
weekly basis. “The program provides me with an
opportunity to interact with the kids in a positive
way, and to build trust between them and the police,”
the sergeant said.
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Holmdel’s Municipal Tax Levy Flat Four Years Running
This is the first in a series of articles over the next few months regarding the Municipal
portion of your property taxes.
Fiscal responsibility has always been a centerpiece of
Holmdel government, but Mayor Greg Buontempo and the
Township Committee are especially proud that there has
been no increase in the municipal portion of the tax levy over
the last four years. The mayor credits the foresight and hard
work of the Committee and township staff with this
accomplishment.
“We are always looking for innovative ways to save taxpayers
money,” Mayor Buontempo said. He points to shared service
agreements with Monmouth County and other municipalities
as a cost-saving method. The 2019 Line Road paving project
was made possible through a shared services agreement
among Holmdel, Aberdeen, and Monmouth County. “When
you include the replacement of the traffic signal at Line Road
and Van Brackle Road, the total cost of the project is over
$500,000. By splitting the cost with Aberdeen, we realized
significant savings for our residents,” according to
Buontempo. The Township has partnered with Monmouth
County on other infrastructure projects as well.
Moody’s Investors Service recognized Holmdel’s fiscal
responsibility when, in May of last year, it awarded the
Township a “AAA” credit rating. This will enable the Township
to take advantage of the lowest possible rates when
borrowing for capital improvement projects for the next ten
years“ Nobody likes to see taxes go up, but I don’t think most
residents realize that municipal taxes account for only 17% of
their tax bill,” the Mayor said. “We are committed to
increasing revenue by attracting new commercial ratables
and taking advantage of the PILOT from Bell Works.”
With the average home in Holmdel assessed at about
$676,000, Holmdel’s residents pay about $6.00 per day for
municipal services. “For about the cost of a McDonald’s Extra
Value Meal or a large frapuccino and scone, we are fortunate
to have a first-rate police department, well-maintained roads
and infrastructure, a parks and recreation program that is
second-to-none, and aggressive open space preservation,”
Buontempo said. “We also recognize that we must continue
to find ways to control costs and increase revenue.”
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