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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel

Inside the Issue

COVID
TESTING
Find out more about the
drive-thru test site that
happened this month

ALLOCCO PARK
A new playground will
enhance the park's experience
for residents and visitors.

RADON ACTION
MONTH
Holmdel Township is
offering free radon test kits
to residents.

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
I hope everyone had a safe and enjoyable holiday season. As we get
back into our day-to-day routines, I am looking forward to continuing
to serve as Mayor of Holmdel Township. I am proud of our
community and all we accomplished together in 2020 despite the
challenges we faced.
In 2021 we will move Holmdel Forward by continuing to improve our
quality of life, keeping public health and safety at the top of our
priority list, and focusing on property conservation for open spaces.
We have already completed the Phillips Park project, broken ground
on Alex’s Paw Park, and solidified plans for a new playground at
Allocco Park. We are excited to utilize these open spaces as warmer
months return.
As always, I continue to urge our residents to follow CDC guidance as
well as our daily updates on the Holmdel Township Facebook,
Instagram, and Twitter pages for important information regarding the
pandemic. I also encourage our residents to continue supporting our
local businesses and restaurants so that we may remain stronger
together.

MAYOR GREG BUONTEMPO’S PLANS FOR 2021

They say hindsight is 2020, and 2020 is a year we were glad to see in our rearview. Now that we are
on the other side of 2021, we are excited to announce our plans for the upcoming year. As the
mayor previewed at the Township Committee Reorganization, under the Holmdel Forward Initiative
we will increase Township efficiency and transparency, continue to improve the quality of life for
our residents, and move forward in recovery from the effects of COVID-19.
The Township recognizes our residents lead busy lives, and we strive to make your interactions
with Township Hall as efficient as possible. In 2021, many of our systems will be moving online.
This includes online acceptance of various municipal fees and an online resident portal. As we
increase our digital presence, residents will be able to request inspections, file for permits, and
make certain payments, all from the convenience of their home devices. Stay tuned throughout the
year for more information on these portals.
While increasing our efficiency, we also strive to remain transparent and accessible. Early this
month, we launched the Township’s new Instagram and Twitter accounts, “Holmdel Township
Official”. More information can be found further in the newsletter on our new platforms. While
delivering clear, consistent messaging, it will also give our residents direct access to our Township.
In 2020, we saw first-hand the vital importance of open space and outdoor recreation. In 2021, we
are exploring more ways to preserve open space and provide recreational opportunities for our
residents. We look forward to this year’s opening of Alex’s Paw Park, the dog park currently being
constructed at Bayonet Farm. As mentioned further in the newsletter, we are also making
improvements to Allocco Park, including the construction of a new, accessible playground.
The Township Committee is holding a “Goals and Priorities” meeting early this year to help us
accomplish these and other goals. We will use this meeting to give clear directives in our budget,
being responsible to our residents and taxpayers as we continue to move Holmdel Forward.
Of course, throughout all our programming, we will continue to keep public health and safety our
paramount concern. As information becomes available from our County and State partners, we will
continue to share those updates with our residents. In addition to sharing COVID news in our
monthly newsletters, please check our website, social media accounts, and be sure to sign up for the
Township’s CodeRed Community Notifications through our website. These past months have been
hard on us all, including those who have suffered the pandemic’s economic impacts. We encourage
the entire Holmdel family to continue to patronize our great restaurants and local businesses, who
are in need of our support.
We are excited to grow in 2021, making your Township services more efficient, transparent, and
accessible. Together, we will keep moving Holmdel Forward in 2021 and beyond.
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TRAFFIC UPDATES AND REMINDERS
STOP FLUSHING
CLEANING WIPES,
GLOVES, MASKS!

NEW TRAFFIC PATTERN
Please be aware of the new traffic pattern at the intersection
of Telegraph Hill Road and Takolusa Drive with Holland
Road and South Holland Road.
Reminder: Always come to a complete stop and use your
turn signal.
The Four Rules of Four-Way Stops
1. First to arrive, first to go. The first car to pull up to the
stop sign is the first car that gets to proceed.
2. The tie goes to the right. Sometimes two cars stop at the
intersection at the exact same time, or at least close to the
same time.
3. Straight before turns.
4. Right then left.
ROAD CLOSURE-MAIN ST/RT 520
On or about 1/18 Main Street will be closed to all traffic in the
area of Cross Road for a bridge replacement. The roadway
will be closed to all traffic 24 hours a day for about 3 weeks
(weather permitting). The detour will utilize Everett Road,
Roberts Road, and Holmdel Road. Please plan your routes
accordingly.
CRAWFORDS CORNER ROAD PHASE IV & V
This NJDOT funded project generally consists of the mill and
overlay of Crawfords Corner Road, installation of curb,
replacement of existing storm inlets using existing castings,
driveway restoration, and striping from Deercrest Drive to
Seven Oaks Drive.

As the COVID-19 pandemic has
increased our awareness of
disinfecting common areas and
utilizing personal protective
equipment (PPE), New Jersey
has seen an increase in sewer
and plumbing issues as a result
of individuals flushing cleaning
wipes, masks, and gloves down
the toilet. Despite manufacturer
labels stating otherwise, these
items are not flushable and can
cause clogging and damage to
sewer systems that can wreak
havoc on an entire
neighborhood.
Residents are advised to dispose
of these items in the garbage,
rather than flushing them. When
in doubt, throw it out!

The contractor for the project is S. Brothers Inc. and the
anticipated project start date is March 1, 2021 (weather
permitting). For residents located in the area, notices to
individual properties will be distributed by the contractor in
advance of the start of any work, and for any driveway
disruptions.
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DATA PRIVACY DAY

Have you ever noticed the advertisements you receive on your
smartphone aren’t the same as those of your friends and family?
That isn’t a fluke – that’s all based on data. In the digital age, you
should be aware of how your personal information is being
collected, used, or shared online. This January 28th is “Data
Privacy Day,” and there are steps you can take to protect your
digital information.
Look at the privacy and security settings on your web services
and smart device applications. Don’t want the entire world to see
your photographs on Instagram? Make your settings private!
Look at what access your applications are requesting – there’s no
need for a flashlight app, for example, to have access to your
camera roll. Make sure your passwords or passphrases are
different for different platforms, and they aren’t easy to guess.
You wouldn’t leave your keys next to your car outside – so make
sure you store your passwords separately, too. Make sure your
devices are locked when unattended, and never log into a secure
account, such as a bank account, on a public computer. Be careful
what you share on social media, too – if your password recovery
questions ask for the name of your pet, or the first street you
lived on, make sure that information is not available online.
The Holmdel Township Police Department has also shared some
tips on how to protect yourself from identity theft. Review your
financial and credit card statements promptly – if something
seems odd, report it to your financial institution. Safely dispose
of items that contain sensitive information, like social security
numbers, credit card numbers, or bank statements, by shredding
them. Be especially aware of individuals asking for sensitive
information on the phone. For example, organizations like the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) or law enforcement agencies will
never ask for payment over the phone. Never share sensitive
information, such as your bank account number or social security
number, over the phone.

THIS JANUARY
28TH IS “DATA
PRIVACY DAY,”
AND THERE
ARE STEPS
YOU CAN TAKE
TO PROTECT
YOUR DIGITAL
INFORMATION

If you are afraid you’ve been a victim of identity theft, you
should file a report with the Holmdel Township Police
Department. You should also close accounts that you know, or
believe, were opened fraudulently, and place a security freeze on
your credit report. Further information on data security and how
to take these steps can be found on the Township website at
holmdeltownship.com/identitytheft.
In today’s world, data is a valuable resource. On this year’s Data
Privacy Day, share with your friends and family how they can
keep their data protected!
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HOLMDEL POLICE – OFFICER OF THE YEAR
On Thursday, January 14, 2021, the Holmdel
Township Police Department recognized
Patrolman James Herlihy as Officer of the
Year. This annual award is conferred in
recognition of a police officer’s work
performance, professionalism, and dedication
to duty.
Officer Herlihy joined the Holmdel Police
Department in 2015. He hails from a long line
of law enforcement professionals, including
his father and uncle, who served in command
positions in the New York Police Department,
and his half-brother and four of his cousins
who are all active police officers in New York.
In 2019 Officer Herlihy had two high-quality arrests worthy of note. In one
of these arrests, involving controlled substances and driving while
intoxicated (DWI), Officer Herlihy received a letter of commendation from
the Keansburg Police Department, as his suspect was also wanted for an
arson investigation in that community. In a second instance, Officer Herlihy
conducted a traffic stop on suspicion of controlled dangerous substances
which led to a more extensive investigation involving victims of fraud across
many states. The suspect, who was in the car at the time of the traffic stop,
was later indicted.
Officer Herlihy was the first officer on the scene of a structural fire in town.
Using a fire extinguisher, he was able to suppress the fire enough to prevent
it from spreading to the house.
In 2019, Herlihy was the department’s nominee for the Mothers Against
Drunk Driving Award, as he led the department in a number of DWI arrests.

THIS ANNUAL
AWARD IS
CONFERRED IN
RECOGNITION OF A
POLICE OFFICER’S
WORK
PERFORMANCE,
PROFESSIONALISM,
AND DEDICATION TO
DUTY

In addition to his work as a patrolman, Officer Herlihy serves as the
Firearms Instructor for the department, a Field Training Officer, and a
background investigator.

HOLMDEL POLICE LIFE SAVING & CITIZENS AWARDS
On Thursday, January 14, 2021, the
Holmdel Township Police
Department presented Patrolmen
Joseph Disko, Christopher Broglia,
and James Herlihy with the Life
Saving Award for actions performed
on Christmas Day 2020 that saved
the life of a resident who attempted
to take his own life. First Aid Squad
member Jeremy Mierop was also
recognized with a Citizens Service
Award for his crucial involvement
and response during the incident.
January 2021
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MEET COMMITTEEMAN DJ LUCCARELLI
Committeeman DJ Luccarelli began
his first term on the Township
governing body on January 1, 2021.
When Commissioner Director
Thomas Arnone administered the
oath of office, he spoke of the
Committeeman’s dedication and
history in Holmdel. “They couldn’t
pick a better person to be sitting up
there at the dais to govern for them –
knowing that their best interests are at
heart because they are definitely in
your heart,” the Commissioner
Director said.
Committeeman Luccarelli has deep
roots in Holmdel Township. He is a
lifelong resident and currently resides
here with his wife, Nila, and three
daughters, Milena, Belen, and
Alessandra. He was the former Vice
President and owner of Dearborn
Market, and he has served on the
Holmdel Zoning Board since 2016. Committeeman Luccarelli has also
been an active member of the Holmdel Kiwanis Club for over 20 years. He
is a proud supporter of the Holmdel Police Department, and he was
awarded the PBA Man of the Year Award in 2007 for his efforts on behalf
of Holmdel PBA and Township residents.
Committeeman Luccarelli loves Holmdel's parks, open spaces, and
excellent school system. This year, he plans to develop a strong foundation
for his future work on the Township Committee, including better
understanding the budget planning process and facilitating effective
change where needed. When not working as the proprietor of Sweetwaters
Coffee and Tea in Newark, he enjoys golfing and spending time outdoors
with his family. He looks forward to serving as a team player on the
Committee this year.

FOLLOW US TO
RECEIVE YOUR MASK

To thank residents for following
the new Instagram and Twitter
accounts, the Township is
offering the chance to receive a
Holmdel-branded PPE face
mask!
To receive your mask:
1. Follow Holmdel on
Facebook, Instagram, or
Twitter
2. Email us at
info@holmdeltownship.com
to provide your mailing
address.

NEW SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES
One of the ways the Township Committee plans to move Holmdel
Forward is by continuing to increase transparency in our local
government. In line with that goal, Holmdel has launched official
Instagram and Twitter accounts to join its Facebook account as a
means of providing updates, news, and information to residents.
The Township will be posting a variety of media and information on a
daily basis, including such topics as COVID-19 news, Throwback
Thursdays, and special events. Included in the rollout is the launch of
the Holmdel Half-Minute, video episodes hosted by a rotating cast of
Holmdel’s township officials providing helpful tips and
recommendations.
Holmdel believes that social media is a vital tool to get current news
out to the community.
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RADON ACTION MONTH
Mayor Greg Buontempo and the Holmdel Township
Committee will designate January “Radon Action Month”
at the January 26th Township Committee meeting.
Radon is a radioactive gas that occurs naturally when
radium and uranium break down in the soil. It moves
through soil and can enter homes through openings
around pumps, pipes, and drains. That is why it is
important for residents to be able to test their homes for
radon gas. In cooperation with the New Jersey Department
of Environmental Protection, the Township will be
providing home radon test kits to residents, free of charge.
Residents interested in obtaining a free test kit should
contact Allison McLeod at 732-946-2820 ext. 1208 or
amcleod@holmdeltownship.com.
“The Township Committee is committed to health and safety concerns,” said Mayor Greg Buontempo.
“Radon is the leading cause of lung cancer among non-smokers, but because it is invisible and odorless,
many are not aware of the risks.”
Residents’ test kits will come with instructions on how to test for radon and receive their homes’ results.
If the test kit indicates radon levels of concern, residents can install a radon mitigation system to address
the problem.
“We are excited to offer this important public health testing opportunity to our residents,” Deputy Mayor
Cathy Weber said. “We would like to test as many homes as possible while sharing information about the
risks of radon.”
During Radon Action Month and beyond, Holmdel Township will be sharing radon information and tips
on its Facebook page, as well as its newly launched Instagram and Twitter pages.

NEIGHBORS
APP BY RING
The Holmdel Township Police
Department is now using Neighbors App
by RING. The Neighbors App by RING is a
free app designed to help communities
connect and stay informed about what’s
going on around them. Please join the
Neighborhood whether you own a RING
device or not. You can go to the App Store
and download the Neighbors App to get
real-time alerts from your neighbors as
well as the Holmdel Police Department.
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HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP RECYCLING INFORMATION
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SENIOR VALENTINE'S LUNCHEON

SAVE THE WEEKEND!

April 30th – May 2nd 2021
Thursday, February 11th, 2021
12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Texas Roadhouse – Holmdel Towne Center
Free to all Holmdel Residents 62+
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED TO ATTEND THIS EVENT.
SPACE IS VERY LIMITED!
To register and choose entrée selection, please call the Recreation
Department at 732-946-2820, ext. 1225.
IMPORTANT: all NJ State Indoor Dining Rules and COVID-19 CDC
Guidelines will be followed. Guests will be expected to wear masks
and remain socially distant.

Daddy/Daughter and
Mother/Son Dances!
Our traditional indoor dances
won’t take place this year, but
we’re working on offering an
outdoor and socially safe event
for the spring.
More details to follow in the
coming months!

VALENTINE'S DAY CRAFT KITS

On Friday, February 12th stop by Holmdel Town Hall for a Free
Valentine’s Day Craft Kit! From 10:00 am – 4:00 pm a table will be
placed outside the building so you can grab and go! All contents will
be assembled in a sanitized work area and all bags will be wiped
down with Lysol disinfectant.
Please note: supplies will be limited. For the most up-to-date
information, please follow Holmdel Township Recreation on
Facebook!
January 2021
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ALLOCCO PARK

Recently, Holmdel Township was selected as a recipient of the
Monmouth County Open Space Grant Program. Holmdel
Township is proud to provide premier parks and outdoor
recreation for our residents, and the Township will use the
$200,000 grant to develop a new, all-inclusive, and accessible
playground at Allocco Park, 299 Middle Road in Holmdel. In
addition, the Township will improve the park’s existing play
areas by replacing older equipment and redesigning and
resurfacing play space. Visitors will notice upgrades to the
park’s entryways and restoration of the park’s picnic
amenities, and beautification projects within the park's
interior will enhance the overall experience for residents and
visitors alike.

WE CONTINUE
TO THINK
LOCALLY
ABOUT HOW
WE CAN
IMPROVE
DAILY LIFE
FOR HOLMDEL
RESIDENTS

As Mayor Buontempo shared in his reorganization speech
this year, “We…continue to think locally about how we can
improve daily life for Holmdel residents. In 2020 especially,
we saw the importance of open space and available outdoor
recreation.” In addition to the Monmouth County Municipal
Open Space Grant, the Township has received approximately
$50,000 in funding from Game Time Projects/MTC, an
equipment manufacturer.
In the 2020 round of the County’s Municipal Open Space
Grant Program, the County awarded $3.47 million in
dedicated park improvement grant funds to 23 municipalities.
The county funds up to 50% of eligible project costs, and
Holmdel is committed to providing the balance of funding
necessary to complete the project. Holmdel is excited to work
with our partners in Monmouth County and Game Time
Projects/MTC and provide this inclusive recreational
opportunity to our community.
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EXPLORING HOLMDEL’S
HISTORY
Where did the name Holmdel come from? How was the
Holmdel Horn so important to the Big Bang Theory?
Why are the Holmdel High School athletic teams known
as the Holmdel Hornets? You can learn the answers to all
these and more from the Holmdel Historical Society, a
501(c)3 non-profit organization, dedicated to preserving
the history of Holmdel Township.

Historic St Catharine’s Church
Photo Credit: Holmdel Historical Society
http://holmdelhistoricalsociety.org

The Holmdel
Historical Society was
established in 1973 and
incorporated as a nonprofit organization in
1974. Members share
an interest in
preserving Holmdel’s
history, and their
volunteers “research,
collect, preserve,
interpret and exhibit
items from Holmdel,”
according to their
website. They make
the results of their
research, including
artifacts, maps, letters,
photographs – even

IT IS GOOD
PEOPLE WHO
MAKE GOOD
PLACES

old yearbooks! – available to the general public. They also
engage in large-scale restoration projects, such as the 2019
repairs to St. Catharine’s Church on Stillwell Road.
Holmdel is home to many historical treasures, such as
Longstreet Farm, the Holmes-Hendrickson House, Dr.
Cooke’s medical office building, and other sites. Those
interested in learning more about Holmdel’s rich history
should contact the Historical Society through their
website, holmdelhistoricalsociety.org. In addition to
sharing sites and resources, the Historical Society
welcomes those who wish to volunteer. After all, “It is
good people who make good places,” wrote Anna Sewell,
and Holmdel Township has a long history of both.
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HOLMDEL YOUTH ACTIVITIES
ASSOCIATION

LEARN MORE
The Holmdel Youth Activities Association (HYAA) was formed in
1970 for the purpose of providing a high-quality recreational
program for the children of Holmdel. HYAA is committed to
providing youth programs that maintain the highest standards
and guarantee a fun, positive experience for everyone involved,
regardless of race, gender, or sexual orientation. HYAA’s goal is to
develop and promote the ideals of responsibility, hard work,
sportsmanship, teamwork, and fellowship within a safe and
positive environment. These goals will be accomplished by
providing structured programs designed to educate both
participants and parents in all aspects of the sport. The individual
growth of our community's children is enhanced through the
spirit of competition, discipline, and fair play, and HYAA is
committed to this purpose.
Currently, HYAA offers the following youth sports:
Fall: Soccer, Wrestling
Winter: Basketball, Wrestling, Volleyball
Spring: Girls and Boys Lacrosse, Softball, Baseball, Wrestling
HYAA also offers travel programs for basketball, softball, and
baseball. The travel programs run throughout the year and have
advertised tryouts. HYAA also has a new volleyball program that
will be running throughout the year. Updated information
regarding all sports, including age ranges for the sports offered,
can be found on the website www.hyaa.org.

Questions regarding HYAA
programs can be answered by
office staff.
E-mail:
admin@hyaa.org
Phone:
732-946-6799.
The office is open Monday
through Friday, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Conducting this extensive youth program relies on the efforts of
many volunteers from our community. Any adult interested in
becoming a volunteer coach must attend the Rutgers Safety
Course as well as have the HYAA office conduct a background
check. It is the goal of these adult volunteers to organize, plan,
and implement a high-quality recreational experience for the
children of Holmdel. Each April, any member of the HYAA can
be elected to the HYAA Executive Committee or become an
elected Commissioner of a sport, which administers the
recreational programs offered.
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BENCH DEDICATION PROGRAM
The Holmdel Township Bench Dedication Program is a great way to honor a group or
someone special, and to contribute to the enhancement of our parks for years to come!
Your contribution will provide park visitors a place to relax and enjoy all that Holmdel
Township Parks have to offer.
Cost: The price is $3,000 which includes the cost of the bench, labor & materials for
installation, and the commemorative brass plaque.
Bench: A 6-foot Teak Bench similar to the one pictured to the right.
Dedication: The dedication plaque can include a simple message about the
group/person being honored. All bench locations and dedication plaque inscriptions
are subject to review and approval by Holmdel Township. It is the intent of the
Township to honor dedications as a personal expression while at the same time,
providing stewardship and oversight for public land in order to keep those spaces
welcoming, safe, and accessible for everyone.
All dedications become property of the Township of Holmdel. Please be advised,
Holmdel Township is not responsible for the replacement of benches in the event of
loss due to vandalism or acts of God including and not limited to coastal storms,
hurricanes, floods, etc.
There can only be one plaque per bench.

HONOR A GROUP
OR SOMEONE
SPECIAL, AND TO
CONTRIBUTE TO
THE ENHANCEMENT
OF OUR PARKS FOR
YEARS TO COME!

Placement: Many of our Township parks have space for additional benches, however,
applications are received on a first-come, first-served basis. Parks with the most spaces
are Bayonet Farm Park and Cross Farm Park. If you have a location in mind, a
representative from the Township will meet with you on-site to discuss location and
alternatives if needed.
Installation: The order time for new benches is approximately six weeks from receipt of payment. Upon receipt of the bench, the
Department of Public Works Division may require a minimum of two weeks to arrange installation. Notwithstanding, depending on
the time of year, as well as the conditions of the desired location, installation may not occur for several months.
Please contact Bob Ward at 732-946-2820 ext. 1227 or rward@holmdeltownship.com with additional questions or for further
information.

REORGANIZATION MEETING
The Holmdel Township Committee held its annual reorganization meeting on January 5, 2021, via Zoom. Re-elected
Committeeman Greg Buontempo was sworn into his seat on the Committee by Assemblywoman Serena DiMaso, who shared
that “Holmdel is near and dear to my heart. This is the place that made me who I am and the place I carry with me every place I
go. You are truly the best governing body in the LD13 district, and if anybody wants to argue with me they can!” Newly elected
Committeeman DJ Luccarelli was sworn into his first term by Monmouth County Commissioner Director Thomas Arnone, who
also shared words of welcome. “This is a true honor to be able to swear in DJ today,” the Commissioner Director said. “DJ, your
commitment and your history there in Holmdel, I know the loyalty you will have for the residents in Holmdel.”
The Committee then reelected Mayor Greg Buontempo and Deputy Mayor Cathy Weber to serve another year in those terms.
After being administered the oath of office as mayor by Senator Declan O’Scanlon, Mayor Buontempo shared some remarks. He
expressed his gratitude to all of Holmdel Township’s volunteers, who give their time and talent to the Township Boards and
Committee and first aid and fire volunteer squads. After outlining the Township Committee’s plans and goals for 2021, including
increased social media, protection of open space, and creating efficiencies in the Township government, he expressed his
gratitude to residents for their confidence. “We will always keep the needs and wants of our residents first and foremost.
Together with my colleagues on Township Committee and you, the residents, we will continue moving Holmdel Forward,” Mayor
Buontempo shared.
The Township Committee then voted on various professional appointments to Township Boards and Committees, annual
contracts, and other reorganization actions, all of which can be viewed on the Township’s website. The Township also installed
the 2021 Holmdel First Aid Squad line and administrative officers, including Chief Christopher Trischitta and Captain Paul
Fellingham.
The Zoom meeting was streamed live, and a recording of the meeting can be viewed on the Township’s Facebook page. The next
Township meeting is scheduled for January 26, 2021.
January 2021
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HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP HOSTED SECOND MOBILE TEST SITE

Holmdel Township
Committee is providing PPE
bags which include KN95
masks, face shields, and hand
sanitizer.

As part of its Holmdel Forward Initiative, the Holmdel Township
Committee partnered with the nonprofit organization Ocean Health
Initiatives to host a second mobile COVID-19 test site on Friday, January
22nd. The site offered residents the opportunity to receive a PCR
molecular test which is currently the most widely accepted diagnostic tool
for COVID-19.

Seniors can pick up their bag
in front of Town Hall during
business hours

The test site was drive-thru and limited contact, and according to
feedback from participating residents the service was a great success.
Holmdel thanks residents for their participation as well as its partner
organization, Ocean Health Initiatives.
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