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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
In response to the mass shootings which took place last month, I would like
to take this opportunity to honor the Americans' lives that were tragically
taken. These acts of violence must stop. Holmdel Township stands with our
friends in Atlanta and Boulder and are working with the Holmdel Police
Chief to monitor these issues in our own community so our residents can go
about their daily lives without fear of violence.
Finally, as spring arrives we have activities and programs upcoming, many
of which you will read about in this newsletter. I'm looking forward to
seeing more residents utilizing our open spaces as the weather improves.
Our town's open spaces provide a safe opportunity for socially distanced
walks and outdoor activities.
Once again, I encourage residents to get vaccinated. We continue to partner
with the Visiting Nurses Association and Bayshore Medical Center to
provide access to the COVID-19 vaccine to as many Holmdel citizens as
possible. Unless your doctor has specifically told you otherwise, the vaccine
that is best for you is the vaccine that is available to you. The most
important thing is just to get any COVID-19 vaccine, period.
As always, stay safe and thank you for all you do to help move Holmdel
Forward.

MAYOR’S COMMUNITY CLEAN UP

April 17, 2021
9:00am – 12:00pm
Various locations around town
Meet at Senior/Community Center to check-in
Interested in joining your neighbors in a day of volunteer service to help clean up our Township?
Help preserve Holmdel’s natural beauty and take an active role in becoming a community leader.
The Mayor's Community Clean Up 2021 will be held on Saturday, April 17th from 9am-12pm. Residents
and friends should meet at the Senior/Community Center to check-in. Shirts and gloves will be
provided to all volunteers. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Holmdel Township
Recreation for more information: (732) 946-2820 ext. 1225
Students needing volunteer service hours will receive an official letter on the day of the event.

GREEK ORTHODOX
ARCHBISHOP
VISITS HOLMDEL

LANDLORD
REGISTRATION

All landlords are reminded they are required to
register with the Township. There is no fee and
this year, you can register online through the
Department of Community Development’s SDL
portal.
Mayor Greg Buontempo presents a Township
Proclamation to His Eminence Archbishop
Elpidophoros, Archbishop of the Greek Orthodox
Archdiocese of America, on the occasion of his visit
to the Kimisis Tis Theotoku Greek Orthodox
Church in Holmdel on April 11, 2021.
April 2021

Visit the Code Enforcement page for links and
instructions. If you have any questions, please
contact our Code Enforcement Officer at 732-9462820 ext. 1316.
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HOLMDEL SWIM CLUB

Registration is now open for the 2021 Holmdel
Swim Club season. The swim club, located on
Bailey Lane, is available to both residents and
non-residents on a seasonal membership basis.
Members of the Swim Club have access to four
pools, including the main pool, baby pool,
intermediate pool, and diving tank, as well as
playgrounds; locker rooms; basketball, volleyball,
and tennis courts; free Wi-Fi; free parking; and
special themed events. Swim Club staff provide a
variety of programs and activities throughout the
season to meet residents’ recreational needs.
This year, you can register online. For more
information on registration and membership,
visit the Holmdel Swim Club website or
Facebook Page. Please call the Township
Recreation Department with questions at 732946-2820 ext. 1225.

ALLOCCO PARK RENOVATION

MONMOUTH COUNTY PARK
SYSTEM PHOTOGRAPHY
EXHIBIT
Do you find yourself looking at
life through a lens? The
Monmouth County Park System
has issued a call for entries for
its 2022 photography shows.
The theme for their January
2022 exhibition is “The Fractal
Geometry of Nature in the Garden”,
and the February 2022 show is
themed “Memorable Adventures".

The Allocco Park renovation project is underway. Crews
removed the old playground equipment to make way for the
new facilities.
The playground will include new, all-inclusive and accessible
equipment, and the Township will improve the park’s
existing play areas by replacing older equipment and
redesigning and resurfacing play space.
Work at the park is estimated to be completed by late
spring/early summer.
April 2021

The exhibition is open to
professional
and
amateur
photographers of all ages, and
photographs will be divided into
four seasonal categories. It is $5
per photograph to enter, and
entrants
may
submit
a
maximum of two photographs
for each season.
For
additional
information,
please visit the Monmouth
County Park System website.
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EAGLE SCOUT PROJECT AT ALLOCCO PARK
Holmdel resident Andrew Ge planned, fundraised for the cost of materials, and built a visitor’s kiosk at Allocco
Park as his Eagle Scout project. Thank you Andrew for your hard work!

CONGRATULATIONS TO HOLMDEL’S
FEMALE EAGLE SCOUTS
Holmdel residents Heidi Kiss and Kyra Campuzano are
Holmdel‘s first female Eagle Scouts as well as being a part of
the nation’s inaugural class of female Eagle Scouts.
Kyra worked diligently for two years to become an Eagle
Scout. Before women could join BSA Scouting, Kyra attended
nearly every one of her brother’s Boy Scout events so that she
could have the same experiences. Her project benefited
Catholic Charities of Red Bank, who due to the pandemic were
limited in their ability to provide therapy to families in need.
Kyra created an outdoor therapeutic area that included
Adirondack chairs, a picnic table, and flowering shrubs. This
area was immediately put to use by Catholic Charities for their
clients.
Heidi Kiss began fundraising for her Eagle Scout project well
before it began. In order to raise the needed funds, she created
personalized signs by repurposing and painting wooden pallets
with college logos, flags, and fun sayings. For her project itself,
Heidi decided to do a landscape beautification for Calvary
Baptist Church in Aberdeen. While obtaining quotes for
flowers and shrubs, Heidi was able to get her supplied donated,
enabling her to use her fundraised money for other purposes
at the church. After two days of hard work, the project area
had new topsoil, Butterfly Bushes, Japanese Maples, flowers,
and mulch. Heidi states that “this projected instilled in me
confidence and leadership skills that I did not have before. I
feel very skilled at what I have done.”
Congratulations to Heidi and Krya on attaining the Eagle Scout
rank and thank you for your service to the community.
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COMMUNITY TREE RECOVERY DAY

April 24, 2021
8:00am – 2:00pm
(or while supplies last)

On April 24th, the Holmdel Department of Public Works will be hosting a Community Tree Recovery Day event at
Bell Works. Residents are invited to stop by the event to pick up a tree sapling that they can plant on their property.
Help to replace many of the damaged or destroyed trees in our community.
These trees create defining features of many neighborhoods as well as give numerous benefits to residents. Through
the NJ Tree Recovery Campaign, you can help your Holmdel community replant missing trees. There is no charge to
pick up your sapling. Make sure to stop by early – the event will continue as long as supplies last.
To access the Community Tree Recovery Day event, residents should enter Bell Works at the American
Way/Middletown Road entrance and follow the signs for Large Item Drop Off.

RECYCLING DATES: REMINDER

April 2021
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EARTH DAY

In New Jersey in 1969, you could dump garbage off the
Turnpike, the smog was so thick you could barely see New
York across the Hudson, and there were no controls on what
could be dumped in our waterways and expelled into our air.
Without environmental laws, the world looked very different
than it does today!
On April 22, 1970, people around the country participated in
the first Earth Day, demanding regulation to protect our health
and natural resources. The creation of the Environmental
Protection Agency soon followed, along with legislation like
the Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and Endangered Species
Act. Each year, Earth Day celebrations commemorate these
protections and the importance of our natural environment.
Here in Holmdel, we have the benefit of several beautiful open
spaces and parks. There are plenty of ways to celebrate Earth
Day with your families while still practicing social distancing.

HERE IN
HOLMDEL, WE
HAVE THE
BENEFIT OF
SEVERAL
BEAUTIFUL OPEN
SPACES AND
PARKS

If you are itching to flex your green thumb, try home
gardening! Take a walk or hike through one of Holmdel’s
many beautiful trails, where you can see native plants, birds,
and wildlife. Learn more about what is (and isn’t!) recyclable in
Holmdel by visiting our website or downloading the Recycle
Coach smartphone app. You can also participate in a socially
distanced local litter clean-up. If you would like to learn about
places further from home, you can take virtual tours of many
national parks and famous botanical gardens online.
As Rachel Carson wrote in her book Silent Spring, one of the
many catalysts for the environmental movement, “In nature,
nothing exists alone”. We encourage you to celebrate your part
in nature this Earth Day!
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HIPPITY HOP EGG HUNT

Special thanks to Holmdel Township Recreation for a successful Hippity Hop Egg Hunt earlier this
month. Mayor Buontempo and Assemblywoman Serena DiMaso joined in on the fun and helped to
welcome a special guest, the Easter Bunny! Thank you to all who joined the egg-stravaganza.

FIREHOUSE
PROGRESS

Construction is well underway at the
Township’s new firehouse. This state-ofthe-art building will support the needs of
our Fire Company for years to come.
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NATIONAL PUBLIC SAFETY
TELECOMMUNICATIONS WEEK

The Holmdel Township Police Department joined emergency
services organizations across the country in celebrating National
Public Safety Telecommunicators Week. The week of April 11th was
an opportunity for our department to celebrate the dedication and
hard work by our Police Dispatchers.
The Holmdel Township Police Department currently employs five
full-time and three part-time dispatchers. Our dispatchers are all
civilian employees and serve in the Communications Bureau of the
Support Services Division, led by Lieutenant Jeffrey Ackerson. Our
dispatchers are responsible for all emergency communications and
handle all four branches of emergency services in Holmdel. Our
dispatchers work eight, ten and twelve-hour shifts on a rotating basis
in order to cover the desk 24 hours per day, 365 days per year.
Police Dispatchers are often the first people you speak with when
you call 9-1-1. They field hundreds of telephone calls a day and
direct those calls to the appropriate Division, Bureaus, and Officers.
Police Dispatchers frequently field calls from people in distress.
Dispatchers must quickly decipher the information they receive and
act to provide the caller with the service they need.

HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP
POLICE
DEPARTMENTCOMMUNICATIONS
BUREAU
ROLL CALL
Theresa Fairlie
Daisy Agostini
Jarred Woodhead
Matthew Fitzsimmons
Jacqueline Ferreira
Ryan Maguire
Michael Vamos
Michael Lomazzo

In addition to their responsibilities during emergencies, our
dispatchers serve the public in person at police headquarters. They
assist residents with filing reports and obtaining information. They
also play a vital role in assisting our officers with investigations and
criminal arrests.
Police Dispatchers must possess several skills to perform their duties
every day. They must be excellent communicators, good listeners,
quick thinkers, multi-taskers and proficient in a variety of computerbased software applications. Like other public safety employees, our
dispatchers make sacrifices and ensure your safety by staffing our
Communications Bureau seven days a week and every holiday.
Join us in saying thank you to all the hardworking, dedicated public
Safety Telecommunicators in Holmdel and throughout the nation.
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BEWARE OF FINANCIAL SCAMS

The Holmdel Police Department has recently seen a rising number of financial scams targeting local residents. These
scams often begin with a phone call, but can also be facilitated using email communications and mailings. The
majority of these scams target local residents with either false claims of people owing money to the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) and threatening arrest if the owed taxes are not paid immediately or claim that residents have won
multi-million dollar lottery prizes and persuading the individual to send money for taxes owed so they may collect
their lottery winnings. these types of scams result in individuals giving out their personal information and wiring
money to the scammers, which often winds up overseas. Scammers are also hacking into email accounts to trick
victims, from average citizens to financial institutions and attorneys, into wiring them money, which again, often
ends up overseas.
Earlier this year, the U.S. Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) revealed that there have been
more than a million reports of phone scammer calls alone since October 2013 and that victims have collectively paid
out over $31 million as a result of financial scams. New Jersey ranks fifth in the United States in the amount of money
paid out to con-artists to date.
HOW CAN YOU PROTECT YOURSELF FROM BECOMING A VICTIM?
Beware of a scam where a con artist impersonates a grandchild or other relative in distress. The con artist exploits the
love and generosity of the grandparent by pretending to be a grandchild in trouble and in need of emergency funds.
They will typically ask for transportation, medical treatment, bail, legal fees, etc. Avoid this scam by verifying the
caller’s identity and resist pressure to act before the caller’s identity is verified. Contact another family member who
can confirm the caller’s story. Call the real grandchild back at a number you know is accurate.
Some tips to protect you from falling victim to an IRS scam:
The IRS does not call to demand immediate payment over the phone
The IRS does not call about taxes owed without first having mailed you a bill
The IRS will not threaten to immediately bring in the police to have you arrested for not paying
The IRS will not demand that you pay taxes without giving you the opportunity to be heard
The IRS will not require you to use a specific payment method for your taxes
The IRS will not ask you for your credit or debit card numbers over the phone
The IRS will not contact you via unsolicited email, text message, or other social media
If you get a phone call from someone claiming to be from the IRS and asking for money, you should:
If you know that you owe taxes or think you might owe taxes, call the IRS directly at 1-800- 829-1040, where a
legitimate IRS representative can assist you.
If you know that you do not owe taxes or have no reason to believe that you do, report the incident to the
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) at 1-800-366-4484 or at www.tigta.gov.
To protect your business against frauds perpetrated via email hacking:
Safeguard your network. A simple visit by one of your employees to the wrong website or the opening of an email
with an attachment or URL link can compromise an entire network. Work computers should be for work only,
and the use of an individual’s personal electronic device should be done on a “guest network.” The office’s network
should be for business purposes only.
Verify the accuracy of emails requesting the release of funds. Do not assume that emails that purport to be from a
client are in fact from a client, especially if that email requests that you wire or otherwise release money.
Scammers are hacking into email accounts and posing as clients. Prior to releasing any funds, confirm that the
request is in fact authentic.
WHAT IF YOU HAVE BEEN VICTIMIZED?
If you discover that you have fallen victim to one of these types of scams or other financial fraud, you should contact
the Holmdel Police Department immediately at 732-946-9690, as time is of the essence in attempting to track and
recover the stolen funds before they are sent overseas.
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STATEWIDE DISTRACTED DRIVING
ENFORCEMENT AND AWARENESS
CAMPAIGN
NOTICE FROM THE
TAX ASSESSOR

Would you drive the length of a football field with your eyes
closed? Of course not! But sending or reading a text while
driving takes your eyes off the road for five seconds. At 55
miles per hour, that equates to driving the length of a football
field while distracted.
To raise awareness and curb distracted driving, this April the
Holmdel Township Police Department is joining law
enforcement officers statewide on a campaign known as
“UDrive. UText. UPay”. The initiative targets motorists
engaging in dangerous distracted driving behaviors, such as
using cell phones to call or text while driving.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reported
that in 2018 alone, 2,841 people were killed, and an estimated
400,000 people injured, in distracted driving crashes. In the
same year, driver inattention contributed to 50% of the state’s
motor vehicle accidents. This inattention contributed to
crashes at a rate seven times higher than that of the next
highest factor, speed.

Holmdel’s
Tax
Assessor
is
preparing the 2021 inspections,
which will include about 2,175
properties
in
Holmdel.
To
continue
to
maintain
social
distancing, Holmdel will continue
to offer a virtual inspection option
for 2021. Property owners due for
an inspection will receive a notice
a few weeks before the exterior
inspections
commence.
The
notice will include information on
how to arrange for a virtual
inspection.
If you have any questions, please
contact the Tax Assessor’s office at
732-946-2820 ext. 1431.

Distracted driving is any activity that diverts attention from
driving. This includes using a cell phone to call or text, eating,
drinking, talking to people in the vehicle, changing the
settings on navigation equipment – anything that takes your
attention away from driving safely.
Remember, stay safe and avoid distracted driving. It could
save a life.
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MONMOUTH COUNTY RIDES FOR
SENIORS TO VACCINE APPOINTMENT
The Monmouth County Division of Transportation (SCAT) is
providing free rides to seniors who have a confirmed COVID-19
vaccine appointment. To qualify, you must be at least 60 years old and
have a confirmed vaccine appointment at a vaccination center in
Monmouth County. Call Monmouth County SCAT at (732) 431-6480
and choose option #1 to schedule a ride.

SENIOR PPE BAGS AVAILABLE
The
Holmdel
Township
Committee
is
providing
free
Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE) bags for senior residents.
Each bag contains a face shield,
bottle of hand sanitizer, KN95
masks, and a card with COVID-19
information.
A special thank you to William Su
for creating the face shields using
3D printing technology as part of a
project for the Boy Scouts.

Beginning Monday, April 19th,
all NJ residents over the age of
16 are eligible to make an
appointment for a COVID-19
vaccine. Holmdel continues to
partner with the Visiting Nurses
Association
and
Bayshore
Medical Center to provide
access to the COVID-19 vaccine
to
our
most
vulnerable
neighbors. If you are a Holmdel
resident who meets any of the
following criteria, please call
the Administration Office at
732-946-2820 ext. 1204 and our
staff will assist you.
Over the age of 55
A teacher who lives or works
in Holmdel
Someone who does not have
access to the internet
Someone with a functional
disability that prevents you
from registering online

UNLESS YOUR DOCTOR
HAS SPECIFICALLY
TOLD YOU OTHERWISE,
THE VACCINE THAT IS
BEST FOR YOU IS THE
VACCINE THAT IS
AVAILABLE TO YOU. THE
MOST IMPORTANT
THING IS JUST TO GET
ANY COVID-19 VACCINE,
PERIOD.
-MAYOR GREG
BUONTEMPO
Holmdel residents showing their
pride with Holmdel facemasks!
April 2021
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