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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
We know preserving the bucolic character of Holmdel is
important to residents. The Township Committee has listed
open space initiatives as a top priority in 2021. Further in this
issue, you will learn what we are doing to proactively maintain,
improve, and safeguard our land.
I would like to take a moment to thank all our first responders,
who continue to work hard and keep our community safe during
this summer's festivities and gatherings.
Finally, I encourage you to continue to read Holmdel Monthly
during this important voting year. We will be announcing
referenda to be added to the upcoming November ballot, with
more information to come in subsequent issues.
As always, I thank you for helping to move Holmdel Forward!

IT'S GOOD TO BE BACK!

Township Committee meetings are now being held in person
at 4 Crawfords Corner Road. The full schedule of upcoming
Township Committee meetings can be found on our website.

OPEN SPACE PRESERVATION

More than ever before, Holmdel Township and its residents
know the value of open space for our health, well-being, and
enjoyment. During both the reorganization meeting and the
Township goal-setting meeting, the Township Committee
listed land preservation and recreational opportunities as top
priorities this year. Holmdel is pursuing every possible
opportunity to acquire and improve our public lands. The
Township is pursuing Green Acres grant funding for additional
property acquisition, carefully considering how we can best
maintain Holmdel’s agricultural history and bucolic character.
We are also giving residents the opportunity to weigh in on the
importance of open space preservation by placing an open
space tax referendum on the November ballot. Stay tuned for
future information from the Township regarding open space
acquisition!
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MAYOR PROCLAIMS MEGHA
GANNE DAY!

During the Township Committee meeting on July 13, 2021, Mayor
Greg Buontempo paused to recognize local golf star Megha Ganne.
Ganne, a seventeen-year-old amateur golfer from Holmdel,
participated in the 2021 U.S. Women’s Open last month. After tying
for first in the opening round, Megha ultimately tied for fourteenth
place in the tournament. To honor this incredible accomplishment
the Mayor proclaimed July 13th to be “Megha Ganne Day” in the
Township of Holmdel and presented Megha with the Key to the
Township. Assemblywoman Serena DiMaso attended the meeting to
present Megha with a proclamation of recognition on behalf of the
New Jersey Legislature.
Megha was joined by her parents Hari and Sudha and her sister
Sirina, all of whom have supported Megha in her playing career.
Megha, a rising Holmdel High School senior, will be attending
Stanford University in the fall of 2022 and will play on the golf team
there.

THE MAYOR
PROCLAIMED JULY
13TH TO BE
“MEGHA GANNE
DAY” IN THE
TOWNSHIP OF
HOLMDEL

Mayor Buontempo closed out the ceremony by saying, “I want to
officially congratulate Megha on her achievements and thank her for
serving as such a positive ambassador for our Township.”
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PLANNING MEETINGS
RETURN TO IN-PERSON,
ZONING BOARD MEETINGS
CONTINUE VIRTUAL
The Planning Board will return to meeting in-person for its
upcoming July 20th meeting. The meeting will be held in the Court
Room at Town Hall and will also be live-streamed on the Township’s
Facebook and YouTube pages.

REMINDER:
ILLEGAL DUMPING

For the current moment, Zoning Board will continue to meet
virtually via Zoom. The link for the upcoming Zoning Board meeting
on July 21st will be included with the agenda when it is posted on the
Township website. For information about the Planning Board, please
visit their website.
Residential work that requires a Zoning Permit:
New Dwellings
Finished Basements
Solar Panels
Lawn Sprinklers
Porches
Sheds
Detached Garages
Pool Houses and Cabanas
Landscape Lighting
Outdoor Hot Tubs and Spas
Other Accessory Structures
Walls (Retaining and Freestanding)
Additions
Alterations
Reconstructions
Renovations
Generators
Decks
Patios
Driveways and Walkways
Gazebos
Sports Courts
Fences
All Types of Pools

Residents are reminded that our
parks and open spaces are for
everyone’s enjoyment. While the
Township provides receptacles
for use while enjoying our parks,
large items, construction debris,
and other household waste
should not be dumped in the
park. Those found to be using
Holmdel Township open spaces
for illegal dumping will be fully
prosecuted. The Department of
Public Works hosts large item
drop off events for acceptable
items. Details about large item
drop off, including acceptable
items, can be found on our
website.

Commercial work that requires a Zoning Permit:
New Businesses
Tenant Fit-ups
Business Signs
All other Commercial Work
Residents who have a question about zoning ordinances or who think
they may need a permit should visit the Holmdel Township website
or contact the Zoning Officer at (732) 946-2820 ext. 1316.
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SDL PORTAL
In a continued effort to make Town Hall accessible for
residents, the Department of Community Development is
now providing the opportunity to submit permit
applications, inspection requests, and registrations online.
Residents and contractors can submit applications at their
convenience through the SDL Portal platform. Those
requests are then transmitted directly to Township staff, who
will follow up with residents directly.
You can now conduct the following online:
Submit a construction permit application
Submit construction inspection requests
File complaints
Submit a business fire registration
Submit a zoning permit application
Submit a landlord registration
Register for a Certificate of Continued Occupancy
Submit a road opening permit
Request a fire/smoke detector inspection
Upload a fire test
Submit an application for a fire permit

HAPPY “BARK DAY”
Happy “Bark-Day”! Each month, the Alexander
Ching Memorial Dog Park at Bayonet Farm will
feature our four-legged residents’ birthdays as
“Pawty Pups”. They will be on the bulletin
board at the Park, as well as posted on
Facebook. To participate, email
AlexanderChingMemorialDogPark@gmail.com
or visit Alex’s Paw Park on Facebook.

In addition, credit card and electronic payments for
associated permit fees may be made online or at the
Community Development office.
To sign up, visit the SDL Portal website and click the “Sign
Up” button. Fill out the required information and select
“Holmdel” as your primary town. An activation link will be
sent to your email, and you can begin using the portal.
If you have any questions about the SDL Portal, or if you are
unsure whether you need a permit, call the Office of
Community Development at 732-946-2820 ext. 1305.
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NEVER LEAVE CHILDREN
LOCKED IN HOT CARS
As the Summer continues to heat up, it is important to remember that
it is never safe to leave a child alone in a locked car. In 2018 and 2019,
53 children died as a result of being left in hot cars, making each of
these the deadliest years in the last two decades. Since the late
nineties, almost 900 children have died from vehicular heatstroke.
The three most common ways this happens are:
1. A parent or caregiver forgets a child in a vehicle
2. The child gains access to a parked vehicle
3. Someone knowingly leaves a child in a vehicle
There are several practices that parents can adopt to ensure this
doesn’t happen in your family. Sticking to a routine and avoiding
distractions while in the car can reduce the risk of forgetting a child.
Some helpful tips:
Make it a routine to open the back door of your car every time
you park
Put something you need at your destination in the back seat of
your vehicle so you will have to open the back door (e.g. cell
phone, purse, employee badge, etc)
Keep a stuffed animal in your child’s car seat when not in use.
Move the stuffed animal to the front seat while driving as a
reminder to check on your child in the back seat.
If there is a change in routine (spouse/friend/parent dropping off
your child at school or child care), make sure to communicate with
them to ensure the drop-off was made
Utilize technology that alerts drivers to check the back seat
Keep doors locked so that children cannot access a vehicle when
not in use
Remember: there is no safe amount of time to leave a child in a
vehicle; even if it is just to run a quick errand!

LOCK YOUR DOORS

The Holmdel Township Police Department is reminding residents to
maintain vigilance when parking in Holmdel, as there are steps you
can take to secure your property.
There is a stolen vehicle ring working in the Monmouth County area.
Recent incidents have confirmed residents can help prevent their cars
from being stolen or vandalized by keeping their doors locked and
bringing their keys and/or key-fob into their house. In recent events,
suspects have only stolen cars that were unlocked, with the key-fobs
inside.
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FIRST AID SQUAD UPDATES

It has been a busy 2021 for our Holmdel Township First Aid Squad!
They have responded to over 620 calls in the first half of the year, in
addition to providing EMS services at our Holmdel Schools’ graduation
ceremonies, Holmdel and Hazlet firework displays, and other special
events. The EMS Squad runs a cadet program, which currently has 24
active cadets volunteering more than fifteen hours per month each.
The cadets meet twice monthly for training and meetings, and each
cadet is assigned to a four-hour weekly duty shift. The First Aid Squad
is committed to providing high-quality continuing education training
courses to all its members as well. EMTs must complete a minimum of
continuing education credits every three years to renew their licenses,
and Holmdel has 12 training opportunities scheduled in 2021.

THE FIRST AID
SQUAD IS
COMMITTED TO
PROVIDING HIGHQUALITY
CONTINUING
EDUCATION
TRAINING COURSES
TO ALL ITS
MEMBERS

Looking forward, the Squad is anticipating the opening of the Dr.
Robert Harris Emergency Room at Bayshore Medical Center,
scheduled for later this July. The emergency room will help the First
Aid Squad continue to provide life-saving services to residents.
If you are interested in joining the First Aid Squad, they are recruiting
drivers, EMTs, and those interested in becoming EMTs. Email
chief@holmdelfirstaidsquad.org or call 732-946-3239 to learn more.

PRESIDENT LAUREN REIDY
Please join us in congratulating Holmdel First Aid Squad President Lauren
Reidy. Lauren is starting a new chapter as she moves to Chicago for
medical school. Lauren began her volunteer service to Holmdel in 2012 as
an explorer, obtained her EMT certification, and responded to hundreds
of emergencies each year on the Sunday and Monday night duty crews.
Lauren was elected to serve as the Squad’s 25th President in 2018. Not
only was she President during the Squad’s 50th anniversary, but she also
led the squad through the challenges and uncertainty of the COVID-19
pandemic. We wish Lauren all the best in her career. The Holmdel First
Aid Squad stated, “She will be missed by our squad family, but we wish
her all the best and look forward to the day we can transfer patient care to
the future Dr. Reidy.” Congratulations, and thank you for your years of
service to Holmdel!
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
UPDATES
Holmdel Fire and Rescue Company #2 was proud to
welcome three newly-certified firefighters to their ranks.
Firefighters Alex Finger, Mike Goldstein, and Anthony
Babek graduated from the Monmouth County Fire
Academy’s Firefighter 1 class on June 16, 2021. The
Firefighter 1 class is an intensive 250-hour program that
prepares students to serve their communities effectively
and safely. The Department has two more members
registered to attend the Fire Academy class this fall. If
you are interested in joining the Holmdel Fire
Department, please email info@hfrc2.org.
Pictured L-R: Chief Eric Hernando; Firefighters Alex Finger,
Mike Goldstein, and Anthony Babek; and Deputy Chief Nick
Rybakowski at their June 16th graduation ceremony.

STORMWATER CLEAN UP

Summer is thunderstorm season and we’ve already seen some heavy rainfall events in Holmdel
this year. With the sudden rush of water from storms, anything that is on the ground, including
debris or pollutants, gets carried into our stormwater inlets. That water eventually flows to our
waterways, including streams, creeks, lakes, and the bay. This can impair our local water quality.
It’s important everyone does their part to keep our stormwater basins clean and prevent pollutants
from reaching our waterways. Garbage, oil, grass clippings and yard debris, sand and dirt, and pet
waste should never be dumped into a storm drain.
To help keep our waterways clean, recycle used oil at appropriate facilities and have any leaky
equipment fixed. Use car wash facilities where the wastewater is appropriately treated and
recycled. Avoid using pesticides and fertilizer on your lawn before heavy rains, and always follow
the instructions on product labels.
To learn more about how you can keep stormwater clean, visit cleanwaternj.org.
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CURBSIDE RECYCLING

Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! In Holmdel, we want to make sure we “Recycle Right”. To find your
Recycling Zone and determine which day you have curbside pickup, please visit the Public Works
website. The Township recycling center is open to residents Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from
7:15-12:00 pm and 12:30-3:00 pm, except on Township holidays.
Materials for curbside recycling should be dry and in covered bins, not exposed to the weather.
Materials should be left loose in bins (not bagged). Not all items are acceptable in curbside
recycling! Plastic bottles, jugs, and jars that have been rinsed are the only acceptable plastics, and
rinsed glass bottles and jars are the only acceptable glass. Office paper, newspaper, magazines,
paper towels, corrugated cardboard, and brown paper bags are all acceptable. For a full list of
acceptable and unacceptable items, please visit the Township website.
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JULY IS NATIONAL ICE
CREAM MONTH
JERSEY FREEZE OPENS
SECOND LOCATION
July is National Ice Cream Month, first proclaimed as
such by President Ronald Reagan in 1984. If you’re
looking for the latest scoop on where to celebrate,
one option for Holmdel residents is visiting the new
Jersey Freeze location at the Bell Works Metroburb.
Founded in 1952 in Freehold, Jersey Freeze has been
providing Monmouth County with frozen treats for
nearly seven decades! Current owners Katie
DiNonno and Matt Cangialosi purchased the
business in 2014 and expanded to a second location
here in Holmdel last year.
Katie and Matt are community-minded small
business owners and have made efforts to honor
veterans and first responders by providing special
discounts and promotions. They are always open to
partnering with local scouting troops, sports teams,
and other civic organizations on events.
Mayor Greg Buontempo and Somerset Development
President Ralph Zucker were on hand last month to
officially welcome Jersey Freeze to the Holmdel
community. Mayor Buontempo proclaimed June
30th to be “Jersey Freeze Day” in the Township of
Holmdel.

STORE HOURS
Monday: Closed
Tuesday: 12:00 pm – 5:00 pm
Wednesday: 11:00 am – 8:00 pm
Thursday: 12:00 pm – 8:00pm
Friday: 12:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Saturday: 12:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Sunday: 12:00 pm – 5:00 pm
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RESIDENTS CAN ACCESS
THOUSANDS OF BOOKS
THROUGH LIBRARY’S
OVERDRIVE SERVICE

The “next normal” is making a lot of us appreciate the ability
to access information, services, and resources remotely using
technology. Holmdel Library patrons can now access
thousands of books, audiobooks, and magazine titles on their
mobile and tablet devices using a free service called
OverDrive. Anyone who has a Monmouth County library
card can access OverDrive services. Simply visit the MCLS –
Holmdel Branch website and click on the OverDrive button.

HOLMDEL LIBRARY
PATRONS CAN NOW
ACCESS
THOUSANDS OF
BOOKS,
AUDIOBOOKS, AND
MAGAZINE TITLES
ON THEIR MOBILE
AND TABLET
DEVICES

Once logged in, you can browse by subject, by collection, or
search specific titles and authors. You never have to worry
about late fees, because your borrowed digital item will
automatically be returned by the due date. For an easy, stepby-step guide on how to use OverDrive, view the video here.
If you need assistance signing up for a library card, you can
visit the MCLS-Holmdel Branch website or stop by the
Holmdel Library Branch at the Bell Works Metroburb.
Happy e-Reading, Holmdel!
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BIKEWAYS GRANT

The Township’s Traffic and Bike Safety Committee (TABS) advises
the Governing Body on matters related to vehicular, bicycle, and
pedestrian safety. Their primary goals are working to make Holmdel
a bicycle- and pedestrian-friendly town; fostering the construction
and preservation of bikeways and trails; and improving the
connectivity, safety, and accessibility of non-motorized and
motorized networks and infrastructure for people of all ages and
abilities.
The TABS Committee recently applied for a New Jersey Department
of Transportation Bikeways Grant to create a new, largely off-road
4.51-mile bikeway that will connect municipal facilities, parks, trails,
businesses, and schools. The proposed plan will establish a safe route
for individuals to travel throughout town via bicycle, not only for
recreation but as a viable practical transportation alternative to a
wide variety of municipal destinations.
This project has received overwhelming support from organizations
throughout Holmdel, including Citizens for Informed Land Use and
Preserve Holmdel. The project has benefited from the integrated
efforts of Monmouth County officials, regional park system staff,
and non-profit bicycle and trails advocacy organizations. Holmdel is
proud to preserve our open spaces and continues to offer premier
recreational opportunities for our residents.

July 2021

ALLOCCO PARK
UPDATE

Work continues on the new play
structure at Allocco Park! The
Township was able to construct
the
new,
all-inclusive,
and
accessible playground through
grant
funding
from
the
Monmouth County Open Space
Grant Program and funding from
Game Time Projects/MTC. In
addition
to
the
new
play
structures,
the
Township
is
replacing older equipment in
existing
play
areas
and
redesigning and resurfacing play
space. Residents will be able to
enjoy upgrades to the park’s
entryways and restoration of the
park’s picnic amenities, as well as
beautification projects within the
park’s interior.
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Newest Eagle Scouts Honored
At the end of last month, Mayor Greg Buontempo was able to participate in two Eagle Scout
Courts of Honor ceremonies. Though all of the scouts had reached Eagle Scout rank during the
past year, their ceremonies of recognition had to be delayed due to the pandemic. The new Eagle
Scouts represented Troops 331G and 131. Included among the group were Holmdel’s first female
Eagle Scouts, Kyra Campuzano and Heidi Kiss, as well as new Eagle Scouts Jeremy Bodycomb,
Kevin Guether, and Sebastion Trujillo.
Congratulations to all of our Eagle Scouts on their hard work and service to the community!
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ONLINE TAX & SEWER
PAYMENTS
Tax and sewer installments paid through your
bank's online bill pay service result in a physical
check mailed to our office.
Please review your bank's policy for the
recommended delivery time. Payments are posted
on the day of receipt. Postmark is not recognized as
a payment date.
To avoid delivery delays, enroll in the Direct
Withdrawal Program or use the online payment
service on the municipal website. Payments made
using this service are electronically posted on the
day of submission.
Register for updates on tax, sewer, and dog
licensing by visiting the township website and
clicking the "Notify Me" icon.

The Township serves as a collection
agency for both Monmouth county and
the public school system.
Each entity has its own budget process,
which is respectively adopted by the
board of Chosen Freeholders and
Holmdel Board of Education.
Monmouth County budget information
can be accessed by visiting their website,
clicking "Departments" then "Finance".
School budget information can be found
on the school district's website.
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