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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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honored our veterans who
bravely served our country

Learn why Holmdel
Township is once again
awarded Aaa bond rating
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Holmdel receives a grant
for the resurfacing of
Takolusa Drive

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
The holidays are quickly approaching and this year's celebrations
are certain to be extra special now that we can be with loved ones
again.
I am thankful for our amazing community and our ability to
continue to help each other. I would like to thank those who have
donated a frozen turkey to assist our neighbors who may be food
insecure this Thanksgiving.
Within these pages, you will find important safety tips as well as
information about upcoming celebrations. I hope to continue
seeing you out enjoying the many activities our Township has been
able to offer.
Have a wonderful holiday season and, as always, I thank you for
helping to move Holmdel forward.
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VETERAN'S DAY
Holmdel Township held its annual Veteran’s Day commemoration on Saturday, November 13th in
Veteran’s Park. The Holmdel Police Department’s Honor Guard began the ceremony with the
presentation of the colors, followed by the National Anthem. After a brief welcome from Mayor
Greg Buontempo, the Police Department changed the United States flag that flies over the park.
Mayor Buontempo offered a reflection on the day, stating “too often in our busy days, the heroism
of these service members goes unnoticed by those of us who have enjoyed the peace and security
that has come from their time in combat... we serve them by ensuring that we never take their
sacrifice for granted”. Township organizations were then invited to place a commemorative wreath
around the base of the flag. Participants included the Township Police, Fire Department, Office of
Emergency Management, First Aid Squad, Holmdel Republicans, Holmdel Democrats, Holmdel
Kiwanis, the Half Century Club, the Township Committee, and local Boy and Girl Scouts. The Girl
Scouts led the crowd in “God Bless America” to complete the celebration. Thank you to all the
veterans who have bravely served our country!

CALLING ALL VETERANS
Are you a veteran in Holmdel Township? Get in touch!
Holmdel is currently seeking contact information for our local
veterans to be able to better share information with you about
relevant programs and events. If you are a local veteran, please
call the Administration office at 732-946-2820 ext. 1205 or
email us at info@holmdeltownship.com to learn more.
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TAX ASSESSOR

Aaa BOND RATING
This month, Holmdel residents are receiving their 2022 Assessment
Postcard in the mail from the Monmouth County Tax Board. We
wanted to take this opportunity to provide some background on what
is occurring with property assessments in the Township of Holmdel
and how it affects the Township’s tax rate.
Recently, the overall value of properties in Holmdel has increased. The
valuation of all the properties within the Township and the tax rate are
proportional. So, if the Township valuation increases, the tax rate
decreases. For the tax year 2022, the aggregate value of Holmdel
Township will be about 11% higher than it was in 2021. Therefore,
barring any unforeseen circumstances, we anticipate that the 2022 tax
rate will be lower than the 2021 tax rate due to these increased
property values. If your assessment has increased less than the baseline
(less than 11%), you will pay a lesser proportionate share of the
Township’s tax levy in 2022.
The assessment function serves as the distribution mechanism of the
property tax levy which is a combination of municipal, school and
county taxes. Since taxes are intended to be split amongst the property
owners based on the market value of the properties, it is critical that
the assessment process is uniform, accurate, fair, and transparent.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) can be found on the Tax Assessor’s
page of the Township website. The FAQs give better insight into the
assessment function and provide information on how to file an
assessment appeal should you feel your 2022 assessment does not
reasonably represent the current market value.

Holmdel Township has once again
been assigned an Aaa bond rating
by Moody’s Investors Service. An
Aaa bond rating is the highest
possible rating for municipalities.
In awarding the rating, Moody’s
cited the Township’s strong tax
base and redevelopment benefits;
the well above average financial
reserve; and the Township’s low
debt burden. As per Moody’s
release,
“The
township’s
management is very active in
maintaining strong operations and
is conservative in its budget on an
annual basis”. The Aaa rating also
has a stable outlook, reflecting
Moody’s
expectation
that
Holmdel’s tax base and financial
position will remain strong in the
future.

MUNICIPAL COURT SHARED
SERVICE
In the interest of financial responsibility and protecting taxpayer
interests, in October Holmdel Township and Colts Neck Township
finalized a Shared Services Agreement for our Municipal Court
services. As part of the agreement, Colts Neck Township hired all of
Holmdel’s staff to ensure continuity of function and employment.
Holmdel Township will retain our municipal judge, prosecutor, and
public defender. While Colts Neck Township constructs a new
courthouse, individuals can continue to come to Town Hall to access
court services. If you have any questions about court, you can reach
our Municipal Court Administrator, Kathy Bradach, at 732-946-2820
ext. 1601.
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RECYCLING REMINDERS

TAKOLUSA PAVING
GRANT

As we move into the holiday season, residents are reminded they can find their
recycling zone on our website, as well as each zone’s recycling pick up information.
Our recycling website also contains information about what can and cannot be
recycled curbside. All recycling should be placed in marked, 32-gallon containers.
If residents are in need of a sticker to mark their containers, please call the
Department of Public Works at 732-946-2820 ext. 1952.

Holmdel Township received a New
Jersey Department of Transportation
Municipal
Aid
Grant
for
the
resurfacing of Takolusa Drive and
various intersection improvements.
Holmdel’s total award was $291,500.
Work is scheduled to commence in
the late spring of 2022.
Grants provided under the Municipal Aid
Program are competitive and intended to
supplement transportation programs.
Categories of aid include bikeway, bridge
preservation, mobility, pedestrian safety,
quality of life, roadway preservation, and
roadway safety.
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CYBERSECURITY ROUNDTABLE

Earlier this month, Holmdel’s Department of Information Technology hosted a cybersecurity
roundtable with counterparts from neighboring municipalities across Monmouth County. The
working group discussed best practices for combatting hacking and cyber threats like ransomware
and trojan viruses. The group has decided to continue meeting on a semi-regular basis to discuss new
concerns and the latest solutions. Holmdel is committed to keeping the Township’s servers protected
and its information and data safe!
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DRIVE BOO

SENIOR LUNCHEON
Holmdel Township hosted the
Fall
Senior
Luncheon
on
Thursday, November 4th, in
the Senior/Community Center.
In addition to enjoying a
delicious lunch and meeting
with friends, residents played
games and discussed future
events.

There were tricks, treats, and lots of smiles at this year’s
Halloween Drive Boo at Bayonet Farm! Deputy Mayor Weber,
Holmdel Township First Aid Squad, Holmdel Township
Police, Holmdel Fire Rescue Company Number 2, Holmdel
Recreation, Alex’s Paw Park, and the Holmdel Kiwanis Club all
distributed candy and goodies to residents as they drove
through our spooky displays. Thank you to all the staff and
volunteers who made the event a success!

BAYONET FARM TRAIL RUN
On Sunday, October 24, Holmdel Township hosted the
first Bayonet Farm Trail Run and Kids Race. Dedicated
runners were at the starting line in the chilly fall air.
Children ran a loop around the red trail for just under a
mile, and adult runners followed trails through the oldgrowth forest behind the farm. Prizes were awarded to
the top finishers overall and for each age group.
Proceeds from the event benefitted the upkeep of the
beautiful network of farm trails. Congratulations to all
our participants and winners!
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ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION GRANT
The Holmdel Environmental
Commission (HEC) is pleased to
announce the completion of an
additional section of boardwalk
on the highly popular – yet
frequently muddy – Ramanessin
Trail. The HEC was awarded a
grant for trail restoration and
rebuilding from the Association
of New Jersey Environmental
Commission (ANJEC) in 2019.
The HEC was thrilled to partner
with local high school student
and Eagle Scout applicant Steven
Cornelio on the completion of
this project! While the COVID-19
pandemic delayed work on
construction, it also highlighted
the importance of trails and
outdoor spaces to our physical
and mental health.
We are grateful that Steven remained focused on the project, and the
installation of this portion of the boardwalk was completed earlier this
month. Community members are encouraged to hike, bike, or
horseback ride through the trail and over the new boardwalk.
The HEC commends our partners and volunteers like Steven, who
share their time and skills to make the trails more accessible for all our
residents. Through future partnerships with organizations like ANJEC
and others, the Holmdel Environment Commission hopes to continue
to make improvements to Holmdel’s beautiful trails.
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THAT STEVEN
REMAINED
FOCUSED ON
THE PROJECT,
AND THE
INSTALLATION
OF THIS
PORTION OF
THE
BOARDWALK
WAS
COMPLETED
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FIRE SAFETY IN THE KITCHEN

For most, the kitchen is the heart of the home, especially during the holidays. From testing family
recipes to decorating cakes and cookies, everyone enjoys being part of the preparations! Keeping
fire safety top of mind in the kitchen during this joyous but hectic time is important, especially
when there’s a lot of activity and people at home. As you start preparing your holiday schedule and
organizing that large family feast, remember that you can enjoy time with your loved ones and
keep yourself and your family safer from fire by following a few simple safety tips.
Here are Holmdel Fire and Rescue Company Number 2’s Top 10 Safety Tips:
1. Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop so you can keep an eye on the food.
2. Stay in the home when cooking your turkey and check on it periodically.
3. Keep children away from the stove. Kids should stay at least three feet away from a hot stove.
4. Make sure kids stay away from hot food and liquids. The steam or splash from vegetables, gravy
or coffee can cause serious burns.
5. Keep knives out of children’s reach.
6. Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee maker, plate warmer or mixer are not
dangling off the counter within easy reach of a child.
7. Keep matches and utility lighters up high in a locked cabinet or out of children’s reach.
8. Never leave children alone in a room with a lit candle.
9. Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over toys, pocketbooks, bags or other hazards.
10. Make sure your smoke alarms are working! Test them using the test button.
Thanksgiving fire facts:
1. Thanksgiving is the peak day for home cooking fires, followed by Christmas Day, the day before
Thanksgiving, Easter, and Christmas Eve.
2. In 2018, US Fire Departments responded to an estimated 1,630 home cooking fires on
Thanksgiving.
3. Unattended cooking was by far the leading contributing factor in cooking fires and fire deaths.
4. Cooking caused almost half of all reported home fires and home fire injuries, and it was the
second leading cause of home fire deaths in 2014-2018.
This holiday season, be sure to follow our fire tips to safely enjoy the holidays!
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The Holmdel Township Police Department will once again be holding a
Toys For Tots toy drive leading up to the holidays. Beginning
November 10th and running through December 15th, residents can
bring donations of new, unwrapped toys to Town Hall and deposit
them in the donation box in the Police Department lobby. Consider
donating a gift to help make this a special holiday for a child in need.
Thank you for your generosity!

DISCOUNT
AVAILABLE

THANKSGIVING TURKEY DRIVE

Thank you to everyone who participated in the Township Committee’s
Thanksgiving Turkey Drive. Your donations will help neighbors who
may be food insecure this holiday season. The donated turkeys were
gifted to Fulfill: the Food Bank of Monmouth and Ocean Counties.
Your generosity is appreciated!

PNC Bank Arts Center will be
offering a weekday ticket offer
to Holmdel residents for the
“Magic of Lights” holiday drivethrough experience.
Residents can visit the website
and click UNLOCK in the upper
right-hand corner to enter the
discount code. The offer code is
HOLMDEL and it is good for $5
off any weekday ticket.
Valid for purchase until Nov
30th.
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RETAIL LAW ENFORCEMENT AWARD

Detective Eric Hernando and Amanda Hobert of Lowe’s

Holmdel Police Detective Eric Hernando recently received the 2021 Retail Law Enforcement Award for his
work investigating retail crimes.
Amanda Hobert of Lowe’s nominated Detective Hernando for the award, saying that she nominated him for
“all that he has done working with Lowe’s Asset Protection and Investigations over the years.” Recently,
Hernando was instrumental in helping close a $40,000 theft case that not only impacted Lowe’s Holmdel
location, but several stores across the state of New Jersey.
Detective Hernando is currently working on another large-scale fraud investigation that affects several states
and which has a case value of over $500,000. Hobert continued, “Eric’s continued partnership with Lowe’s and
the community is invaluable and tremendously appreciated.” Congratulations to Detective Hernando on his
achievement.

THE TRAFFIC AND BIKE SAFETY COMMITTEE

The Traffic and Bike Safety (TABS) Committee is an advisory committee that advises on matters affecting the
safety and well-being of all residents regarding vehicular, bicycle, and pedestrian safety. Beginning in 2022,
there will be vacancies on the Committee. If you are interested in volunteering for this board or commission,
please fill out an application on our website.
Considerations of the TABS Committee may include the following: identifying high-risk intersections and
streets in need of improved traffic safety measures; recommending crosswalks, signage, flashing lights, bike
lanes, and other demarcations to improve safety; developing and sharing communications plans for residents
to improve driver safety, bike safety and pedestrian safety; researching and sharing successful programs and
measures from other towns to improve safety and encourage bike and pedestrian use; and recommending
partnerships and grants at the county, state or private level to fund improvements to traffic and bike safety.
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NJ MOTOR VEHICLE COMMISSION MOBILE UNIT VISITS HOLMDEL

On November 15th, the Holmdel Township Committee partnered with the NJ Motor Vehicle Commission (MVC) and
the Legislative Offices of Assemblywoman Serena DiMaso and Senator Declan O’Scanlon to bring the MVC’s Mobile
Unit to Holmdel. The mobile unit is an entire MVC service counter on wheels – Holmdel seniors, veterans, and other
residents were able to renew their driver’s licenses and vehicle registrations; obtain veteran, Purple Heart, and
handicap placards; apply for a permit; and even secure a Real ID. Held at the Holmdel Senior/Community Center,
this program was able to assist dozens of people in attaining these vital services without having to leave town or wait in
line at an MVC office. The Township Committee is hopeful that it will be able to host the MVC Mobile Unit again in
the near future!
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WINTER SAFETY INFORMATION
FOR ALL MOTORISTS

CITIZENS POLICE
ACADEMY
Have you ever wondered what it’s
like to be a police officer on patrol?
Ever asked yourself how officers
prepare for calls that lead into
unknown,
often
dangerous
situations?

With winter settling in and temperatures beginning to drop, we all need to
be prepared for potential snowfall. The Holmdel Police Department
reminds all motorists that parking is prohibited on snow-covered roads. For
further details, please review Holmdel Township ordinance 7-7.3 on our
website.
The Holmdel Police Department asks all motorists to always remove
accumulated ice and snow from their vehicles before traveling on New
Jersey’s roadways.
Motorists who fail to clear their vehicles of ice and snow before driving can
be cited and fined under an amended law, which became effective October
20, 2010. Prior to this change, a motorist could only receive a citation if
failure to remove ice and snow from a vehicle resulted in injury to others or
property damage.
Fines for violating the new law range from $25 to $75. No motor vehicle
points will be assessed for this offense. If failure to remove ice and snow
results in injury or property damage, motorists face fines ranging from
$200 to $1000, while commercial motor vehicle drivers face fines ranging
from $500 to $1,500 for each offense.
In anticipation of inclement weather, motorists are encouraged to:
Tune up and winterize their vehicles, as well as check the radiator,
battery, antifreeze, and all other fluid levels.
Check tire treads and replace them if they’re unsafe.
Check and replace windshield wiper blades if the rubber is cracked
and/or brittle. Be sure to also check and refill the washer fluid reservoir.
Maintain at least half a tank of gas during the winter to prevent the fuel
line from freezing.

The Holmdel Citizens Police
Academy provides members of the
community with a background
and understanding of the Police
Department policies and activities,
as well as the structure and limit of
police power. Familiarity with
these principles is the key to
understanding the actions and
reactions of police officers in the
performance of their duties.
The Police Academy’s sessions will
provide participants with an
overview on several areas of local
law enforcement. The program is
free and is open to residents of
Holmdel who are over the age of
18 and who don’t have any
criminal record or significant
motor vehicle violation history.
The Police Department anticipates
that the Citizen’s Police Academy
will begin in February of 2022.
Stay tuned for more information
about registration, dates, and
application requirements!

Motorists should also keep a winter driving “safety kit” in their vehicle(s)
that is easily accessible in the event of an emergency. The kit should
include: an ice scraper/brush, shovel, jumper cables or battery starter, warm
blanket, sand, salt or cat litter (for traction in ice and snow), de-icer, safety
flares/warning devices, flashlight and new batteries, extra windshield washer
fluid, cell phone with a charged spare battery, water and non-perishable
food (i.e. granola or protein bars), and paper towels or a cloth.
For further information on winter driving, as well as a variety of traffic
safety issues, motorists can visit the New Jersey Division of Highway Traffic
Safety’s website.
If you would like further information or have any questions, please contact
Ptl. T. Struble, Traffic Safety/Crime Prevention at 732-946-9690 ext. 1733
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GREAT AMERICAN SMOKEOUT

Each year, the American Cancer Society hosts the Great
American Smokeout on the third Thursday in November to
help raise awareness of the dangers of tobacco use. This year,
the event fell on Thursday, November 18. Quitting smoking is a
challenge – that’s why the Holmdel Municipal Alliance
encourages those who want to quit to make a plan and to seek
support.
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
more than 34 million adults in the United States were current
cigarette smokers in 2018. Smoking is a known cause of disease
and is responsible for more than 480,000 deaths in the United
States per year. However, in the same data reporting year
(2018), more than 7 in 10 adult cigarette smokers also wanted to
quit.
The Great American Smokeout encourages Americans to give
up smoking for 24 hours, with the hope that the first day leads
to a commitment for a long-term plan to quit smoking
permanently. The New Jersey Department of Health offers
many resources to assist you, including the New Jersey Quitline.
Qualified clients are offered a 2-week starter kit of nicotine
replacement patches. They also work with Tobacco Free for a
Healthy New Jersey, Smokefree.gov, Mom’s Quit Connection,
and offer CDC Tips from Former Smokers. Nationally, the
American Cancer Society is available 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week, to answer questions about quitting smoking or to provide
additional local resources. They can be reached at 1-800-2272345 or cancer.org/smokeout.

QUITTING
SMOKING IS A
CHALLENGE –
THAT’S WHY
THE HOLMDEL
MUNICIPAL
ALLIANCE
ENCOURAGES
THOSE WHO
WANT TO QUIT
TO MAKE A
PLAN AND TO
SEEK SUPPORT

For more information about the Holmdel Municipal Alliance
Against Drugs and Alcohol, call our Municipal Alliance
Coordinator, Deborah Dow, at 732-946-2820 ext. 1224.
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