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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
Lunar New Year is a time for family reunions and hope. In honor of this
special time of year, I would like to take a moment to reflect on some of the
exciting happenings around Holmdel.
I'm happy to share that Holmdel is the recipient of the Monmouth County
Municipal Open Space Grant which will allow us to continue the Pedestrian
and Bikeway Plan Project which will create pathways for residents and their
families to enjoy for years to come.
Soon spring will be upon us bringing along with it warmer weather and
regrowth. I'm looking forward to seeing our residents enjoying upcoming
recreation events as well as Holmdel's parks and open spaces with their
families and neighbors.
This year is just getting started. I'm looking forward to continuing to move
Holmdel forward together.
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HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP
PAPER SHREDDING EVENT
WHEN:
SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 2022
(9:00 am – 1:00 pm)
WHERE:
HOLMDEL DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
14 CRAWFORDS CORNER ROAD, HOLMDEL
Is it time for you to dispose of private and confidential files safely?
Come to our mobile paper-shredding event! Bring all confidential,
sensitive and private papers.
Do not bring more than 100 lbs. of paper per person.
Due to heavy demand, the weight limit will be strictly enforced.
Service stopped once the truck is filled.
Remove large binder clips.
Staples and paper clips are ok.
This is a free service to Township Residents only.
Proof of residency will be required.
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SENIOR VALENTINE'S LUNCH

Dozens of Holmdel residents celebrated Valentine's Day in style at the
Holmdel Senior Valentine's Lunch on Tuesday, February 15th, at the
Township Community and Senior Center. Residents were able to share
a meal, connect with friends, and celebrate Valentine’s Day together.
For information about upcoming Recreation Department events, visit
our website, Facebook page, or contact us at 732-946-2820 ext. 1225.

CAREGIVER VOLUNTEERS OF
CENTRAL NEW JERSEY

HOLMDEL
TOWNSHIP IS
PARTNERING
WITH
CAREGIVER
VOLUNTEERS
OF CENTRAL
JERSEY

Holmdel Township is partnering with Caregiver Volunteers of Central
Jersey to assist, provide and improve the quality of life for our senior
community.
Caregiver Volunteers of Central Jersey’s mission is to connect
homebound seniors, 60 years of age or older, or a family caregiver, to
caring and compassionate volunteers. To provide free supportive
services to the frail elderly and the home-bound, enabling them to live
independently and with dignity in their own home. Services include
but are not limited to, weekly in-person visits and phone calls, medical
transportation, grocery shopping, respite care for those with chronic
illnesses and their caregivers, veteran to veteran, grocery shopping,
caregiver canines and connect through music programs.
During the upcoming March 8, 2022, Township Committee Meeting
representatives from Caregivers will be holding an informative
presentation on their program, explaining volunteer opportunities, and
informing on ways for all to engage in a community-based solution to
help our seniors continue to live their lives to the fullest.
February 2022
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INFORMATION FOR SENIORS

“As we reunite with family and friends and rejoin our communities, activities and social gatherings after being
isolated, the long-awaited opportunities present many hesitations, anxieties to overcome and adjustments to
make,” says RWJ Barnabas Health Institute for Prevention and Recovery’s Hope and Healing Program. They are
offering weekly free meetings for senior residents, with no registration required, to talk through some of these
issues, offer support and solutions, and engage with other senior residents who may face similar challenges.
Senior residents are invited to join any of the virtual sessions listed here.
RWJ Barnabas Health Institute for Prevention and Recovery’s Hope and Healing Program is also offering
virtual workshops for those recovering from COVID-19 and/or experiencing long-term effects from the virus.
Topics for these virtual meetings include mindfulness, techniques to improve resilience and reduce anxiety,
and the recovery process. Participants can share their experiences and receive support. These sessions are
offered on the first and third Monday of the month at 6:00 pm and the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at
6:00 pm.
To join the Monday Zoom sessions, enter meeting ID 846 9489 0966 and passcode 255827; to join the Thursday
Zoom sessions, enter meeting ID 819 4858 5734 and passcode 486847.
Call 1-833-795-4673 or email hopeandhealing@rwjbh.org with questions about these programs, and please visit
rwjbh.org/hopeandhealing for more information.

LOUIS BAY 2ND FUTURE MUNICIPAL LEADERS
SCHOLARSHIP CONTEST
High school juniors and seniors who live in Holmdel are invited to submit essays about their local government
for a chance to win one of three $1,000 scholarships in the 2022 Louis Bay 2nd Future Municipal Leaders
Scholarship Competition.
The scholarship is offered through a joint venture between local mayors and the New Jersey League of
Municipalities. The contest is open to any high school junior or senior who lives in Holmdel. Each student must
write a 500-word essay on the theme “What My Municipal Government Does Best". The essay should be based
on the student’s perceptions and experiences with Holmdel’s local government and consider the public
contributions of the Mayor and Governing Body.
All essays must be received by March 11, 2022. Application and essays are to be emailed to
bkovelesky@holmdeltownship.com. Holmdel will select one essay to forward to the League of Municipalities in
Trenton as a semi-finalist. The League of Municipalities will then choose fifteen finalists and three scholarships
winners. Winning essays will be featured in the New Jersey Municipalities magazine.
Applications are available by visiting our website, holmdeltownship.com.
February 2022
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UPGRADES TO LAUREL AVENUE
BRIDGE WARNING SIGNS

Holmdel Township has been informed by the Monmouth County
Engineering Division that the county will be installing updating
signage to warn drivers about the low overhead train bridge belonging
to New Jersey Transit. The Holmdel Township Police Department has
collaborated with the county for many years on solutions to both
prevent collisions with the bridge and also to avoid large trucks having
to turn around in busy traffic because they cannot fit under the
structure. Both of these situations ultimately result in road closures,
traffic delays, and unnecessary burdens on Township infrastructure
and staff.
The improved signage is the second phase of the three-phase project.
The first phase entailed the deployment of temporary variable
message boards on Laurel Avenue. These message boards were
programmed to display a flashing message warning drivers about the
low bridge. The third phase of the project is still in the planning stages.
This final phase will include both roadway and railroad improvements
and will take into consideration several engineering studies and
propositions.

STATISTICS
DEMONSTRATE
THE NEED FOR
HOLMDEL,
MONMOUTH
COUNTY, AND
NEW JERSEY
TRANSIT TO
COME UP WITH
A PERMANENT
SOLUTION

Over the past few years, Holmdel Township Police Department has
responded to the following incidents at the Laurel Avenue railroad
bridge:
2021: 5 crashes and 22 assists
2020: 3 crashes and 15 assists
2019: 4 crashes and 22 assists
2018: 7 crashes and 20 assists
2017: 2 crashes and 17 assists
These statistics demonstrate the need for Holmdel, Monmouth
County, and New Jersey Transit to come up with a permanent solution.
The Phase 2 signage will be placed in a more visible manner, including
but not limited to signs with flashing beacons over the roadway on
each approach. All new signage will be placed within the county rightof-way and the locations were chosen specifically so that they do not
intrude on homeowner’s views. It is our hope that these new
improvements further reduce collisions and assists while also reducing
road closures and traffic delays on Laurel Avenue.
February 2022
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
The Holmdel Township Department of Community Development always
has residents first in mind. To protect our residents’ interests, they
confirm contractors have appropriate licenses; ensure all work is done in
accordance with safety laws and prior approvals; help process required
forms, and publish documents on our website to help applicants in the
construction process. Ultimately, the final due diligence is with residents.
For this reason, the Department reminds residents to keep in mind the
following:
Home Improvement Contractors are required by law to be registered
with the State before offering residential home improvements.
Electrical, plumbing, and mechanical contractors must maintain a
current license.
By law, any contract for home improvement in excess of $500 must
be in writing and include key information. For more information on
what should be included, contact our Building Department at 732-9462820 ext. 1304.
Homeowners should require contractors to obtain all necessary
permits before the start of work. If you have questions about what
needs a permit, call the office as listed above.
Final payment to a contractor is not due until the work has passed all
required final inspections.
For more information on your rights as a consumer, and to see their
guide to Hiring Home Improvement Contractors, visit the New Jersey
Department of Consumer Affairs at www.njconsumeraffairs.gov.

NJ SAFE PASSING LAW

The law requires drivers to approach and pass vulnerable road users with
“due caution.” The definition of “due caution” focuses on both slowing
down (speed) and giving the other user plenty of space when passing
(distance):

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

Are you a college student or
young adult looking for an
exciting way to spend your time?
Getting tired of sitting around
looking for something to do? Are
you ready to take on something
that is both rewarding and
challenging, while helping to
serve your community?
The Holmdel Fire Rescue
Company #2 is currently seeking
residents that are interested in
becoming volunteer firefighters.
No experience is necessary. We
will provide you with all of the
equipment you need and enroll
you in the fire academy at no
cost to you. Come and join our
family! Take the first step by
contacting us at info@hfrc2.org.

If at all possible, the driver should change into a non-adjacent lane before
getting closer than four feet.
The driver should leave a reasonable, safe distance of at least four feet
when approaching the protected users until they can pass safely.
If those options are not possible, the driver must reduce their speed to 25
miles per hour and be prepared to stop.
Violating these guidelines will result in a driver receiving a fine of $500
and two motor vehicle points if bodily harm is caused. If no injury occurs,
the fine is $100.
Remember to always drive safely!
February 2022

Page 8

Stay Safe with These Parking Lot Safety
Tips for Pedestrians and Drivers
Whether you’re a pedestrian or a driver, a parking lot probably feels
relatively safe. Unlike busy city streets or high-speed freeways, parking lots
have low speeds. Parking lot accidents still happen, however, and can cause
serious injury or property damage.
The good news is it’s easy to lower your chance of being in an accident in a
parking lot simply by paying attention and slowing down. Want to lower
your risk even more? Follow these little-known parking lot safety tips to
make your next trip safer.

Parking Lot Safety
for Pedestrians
Pedestrians can encounter many
hazards in a busy parking lot.
Inattentive drivers could make the
simple task of walking across the lot
more dangerous than it should be. You
can help keep yourself safe using these
simple steps:
1. Use Crosswalks
It seems like a no-brainer, but using the
designated pedestrian areas in a
parking lot could lessen your chance of
an accident. Drivers don’t expect a
pedestrian in the main driving lane or
empty parking spaces. Walking in these
areas increases the chance of surprising
a driver.
Stick to crosswalks where drivers are
more likely to notice you. Remember to
look both ways before crossing — even
if you have the right of way.
2. Put Your Phone Away
You probably know not to use your
phone while driving, but it can be just as
important when you’re walking in a
parking lot. You’re not behind the wheel
of a vehicle, but looking at your phone
could leave you open to hazards.
Put your phone down, take off your
headphones and pay attention when
you’re walking in a parking lot. You can
always call your friend or listen to music
when you’re back in a safe area.
3. Stay Visible
Parking lot accidents involving a
pedestrian usually happen when a
driver doesn’t see a person walking.
Making yourself more visible to drivers
makes walking across a parking lot
safer. Try to wear clothing that makes
you more visible, by avoiding dark
colors if you need to walk through a
dimly lit parking garage. Staying in welllit areas of the parking lot can also help
make you more visible to drivers.

4. Keep Your Feet
Staying visible to drivers means
avoiding tripping or falling near traffic.
Slipping on ice, loose gravel, or a water
puddle puts you outside the line of sight
of almost every car. The right pair of
shoes help keep you stable and upright
as you walk through the parking lot.
Consider keeping a spare pair of
comfortable shoes with good traction in
your car. Not only will you decrease the
chance of slipping and falling as you
walk, but you’ll likely be more
comfortable during your drive.

Parking Lot Safety
for Drivers
As a driver in a parking lot, it’s your
responsibility to watch for other cars
and pedestrians. Paying attention to
your surroundings and going slow are
some of the best ways to improve
parking lot safety. Lower your risk of a
parking lot accident by following these
safety tips for drivers:
1. Choose a Spot Further Away
Congestion and traffic in parking lots
tend to occur at the end nearest the
building. You can cut down your risk of
a parking lot accident by parking a few
spots further away than everyone else.
Try to choose a spot that doesn’t have
other cars around it but is close
enough to your destination so you’re
not forced to walk from the far end of
the lot.
2. Park Correctly
It’s easy to park crooked or take up
more than one space if you’re pressed
for time. Doing so, however, could
leave your car with scratches, scrapes
and dings from shopping carts or other
vehicles. Park in your spot correctly by
centering your car between the lines.
If you’re not lined up correctly, take the
time to realign your car. This helps you
avoid damage to your car and makes it
easier for other drivers to park in the
spots next to you safely.

3. Back into Your Space
Backing out of a parking space can
leave you prone to blind spots. Most
rear windshields have much lower
visibility than the front windshield. The
type of car you drive can make poor
visibility even worse. For example,
pickup trucks and large SUVs usually
have a larger blind spot behind the
rear bumper than a compact sedan.
Avoid the dangers of backing out of a
spot by backing into your spot (if
allowed) and if you can do so safely.
This lets you easily pull forward when
it’s time to leave. Alternately, pull
through to the space in front of your
car as long as you’ll be able to follow
the flow of traffic when it’s time to set
off.
4. Take Extra Care in Bad Weather
You probably slow down and pay extra
attention when you’re driving in rain,
snow or windy weather. The same
rules apply when you leave the road
and enter a parking lot. The lower
speeds of parking lots don’t completely
prevent you from sliding on ice or wet
spots.
Bad weather also makes it more
difficult to see pedestrians or other
cars. Pedestrians might not be paying
attention as they try to stay dry and
warm on the way to their car. Take
your time, slow down, and do a doubletake at intersections in parking lots
during bad weather.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY NEWS

Holmdel Township’s Historical Society, a 501 (c) (3) non-profit
organization is turning to the public for assistance to make needed
repairs to St. Catharine’s Church located at 84 Stilwell Road. In
February 2019 the Society received a $5,500 grant from the
Monmouth County Historical Commission, which the Township of
Holmdel matched, for the improvement and/or repairs to the exterior
of the church.

HOLMDEL
TOWNSHIP’S
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY IS
TURNING TO
THE PUBLIC
FOR
ASSISTANCE

The Historical Society, which uses this tiny church built 1879 as their
headquarters, is hoping to reconvene their meetings and restoration
efforts in March following the pandemic hiatus. They are in need of
any kind of assistance physically or monetarily for the repairs of
cracked stained glass windows, structurally weak ceilings and walls, and
any other efforts to save the integrity of this historic church. The
Society is also seeking the need of a Structural Engineer to volunteer
their work to design a stable foundation for the Church.
For further information please visit Holmdelhistoricalsociety.org or
email holmdelhistoricsociety@gmail.com.
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2022 SUMMER RECREATION CAMP
Holmdel Township Recreation will be hosting camp once again this summer for children who
have completed kindergarten through sixth grade in the 2021-2022 school year. Camp consists
of daily games, activities, arts and crafts, and special activities and guests each week. At this time,
there has been no decision on outside field trips but watch for more information soon.
Registration opens mid-March 2022. Camp will be held from 9:00 am to 12:30 pm daily at Cross
Farm Park from June 27th through August 5th, 2022. There will be no camp on July 4, 2022.
·Week #1
·Week #2
·Week #3
·Week #4
·Week #5
·Week #6

June 27-July 1
July 5-8 (no camp 7/4)
July 11-15
July 18-22
July 25 – 29
August 1 -5

Campers can sign up for individual weeks for $100 per week, or campers can be registered for all
six weeks for $500 per child. Please call Recreation at 732-946-2820 ext. 1225 with any questions.
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PEDESTRIAN & BIKEWAY
PLAN PROJECT

Holmdel Township received a $114,000 Monmouth County Municipal
Open Space Grant for the Pedestrian and Bikeway Plan Project.
The funding, which will be matched by the Township, will be used to
create a new, largely off-road pedestrian and bikeway trail. The trail
will connect municipal facilities, parks, existing trails, businesses, and
schools throughout the Township. The plan will establish a safe bicycle
and pedestrian travel route not only for recreation but as a practical
transportation alternative to meet many municipal destinations. Both
the creation of a cross-town bikeway and the specific route was
developed by the Township’s Traffic and Bike Safety (TABS)
Committee, and it has become a priority for both the Committee and
the Governing Body.
As proposed, the path will be along the perimeter of Township
property between Roberts Road and Crawfords Corner Road, east of
the Ramanessin Brook. The multi-use path will be constructed during
the late spring and summer of this year, with projected use by this fall.
The proposed trail is designed to go through wooded land, surrounded
by preserved open space and farmland. Trails will include paved areas,
signage, crosswalks, and curb ramps, and they are being designed to
facilitate the protection of landscapes, wildlife habitat, cultural
resources, and ecosystem integrity.

MULTI-USE
PATH WILL BE
CONSTRUCTED
DURING THE
LATE SPRING
AND SUMMER
OF THIS YEAR,
WITH
PROJECTED USE
BY THIS FALL

The TABS Committee was established in January 2020 to advise the
Township Committee on matters related to vehicular, pedestrian and
bicycle safety. Their primary goals are to make Holmdel a bike- and
pedestrian-friendly town; foster the construction and preservation of
bikeways and trails; and improve the connectivity, safety, and
accessibility of non-motorized and motorized networks and
infrastructure for people of all ages and abilities.
We look forward to seeing residents and visitors alike enjoying the
newly-constructed trail, and Holmdel’s beautiful parks and open
spaces, later this year.
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RECREATION DEPARTMENT SWITCHING TO RECDESK
On March 1st the Recreation Department will transition to the software
program RecDesk to process all registrations related to recreation programs
and the Swim Club. After March 1st, Community Pass will no longer be in use.
If you wish to use online registration, you will need to create a new account in
RecDesk. The Recreation Staff is excited to create a better user experience for
all participants, and the Township is grateful for your patience as we go
through this process.
If you have any questions, please contact the Recreation Office at 732-946-2820
ext. 1225 or recreation@holmdeltownship.com.
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RECREATIONAL IMRPOVEMENT
GRANT

Holmdel Township has been awarded a $50,000 grant from the New
Jersey Department of Community Affairs.
“This grant from the DCA will provide Holmdel with funding to assist
with upgrading and improving the Swim Club,” said Mayor Greg
Buontempo. “We look forward to making changes to the Swim Club
which will enable it to be a more inclusive community complex.”
As outlined in the grant application, the Township will be able to apply
these funds toward the engineering and design services related to
improvements at the Swim Club.

WE LOOK
FORWARD TO
THE COMING
IMPROVEMENTS
AT THE SWIM
CLUB

“The Holmdel Swim Club is one of this community’s greatest assets,”
said Committeewoman Cathy Weber, Parks and Recreation Chair.
“The Township has put a great deal of time and thought into the
proposed upgrades and this grant is one step toward significant
enhancements at this important facility.”
We look forward to the coming improvements at the Swim Club.
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MONMOUTH COUNTY
“HONORING OUR HEROES”
PROGRAM

HAVE AN OLD OR
TORN AMERICAN
FLAG?

The Monmouth County Clerk’s Office has the authority to issue
veterans identification cards, veterans peddlers licenses, and Gold Star
parent cards. The County’s ‘Honoring our Heroes” Military
Appreciation Program encourages local businesses to sign up to
provide a special discount or service to County veterans and Gold Star
parents.
Veterans who obtain the Monmouth County Clerk’s veterans'
identification card are given a 50-page guidebook that lists the stores,
restaurants, and businesses in Monmouth County that offer products
and service discounts to veterans and Gold Star parents. Businesses that
participate receive specially designed window clings for placement on
their establishments.
The “Honoring our Heroes” discount guidebook has grown to include
more than 200 participating businesses and the County Clerk’s Office
offers this book free of charge. The guidebook business listings are also
accessible to all residents online in a regularly updated spreadsheet at
MonmouthCountyClerk.com.
For more information, please contact the Monmouth County Clerk’s
Office at 732-431-7324 or email to CountyClerk@co.monmouth.nj.us.

Bring your old or torn
American Flags ready for
retirement to Town Hall. A
collection box is available
outside the main entrance at
Town Hall. Residents can place
their worn US Flags in the box
to be properly disposed of.

RECREATION DEPARTMENT
DISCOUNTS FOR VETERANS
The Holmdel Recreation Department offers a 10% military discount for
recreation programs and discounted Swim Fees. For more information
about these special rates, please contact (732) 946-2820 ext. 1225 or
email rward@holmdeltownship.co.
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The state of New Jersey has announced that the statewide mask mandate for schools and child care settings will be
lifted effective Monday, March 7, 2022.
Holmdel Township has a supply of KN-95 masks as well as branded Holmdel cloth masks available for Holmdel
residents. The masks will be available in the lobby of Town Hall during normal business hours as long as supplies last.
Looking for a vaccine or booster shot? You can easily find a local vaccination site by visiting the state’s vaccine
information page at covid19.nj.gov/finder.
For the latest information
www.holmdeltownship.com.
February 2022
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