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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
We've been so busy here at Town Hall that it seems the month of
April has flown by in the blink of an eye!
It was wonderful to see everyone who attended our annual Hippity
Hop Easter Egg Hunt. We even enjoyed a special appearance from
Mr. E. Bunny himself.
I would like to thank the volunteers who participated in this year's
Community Clean-up. We successfully filled an entire truck with bags
of debris, all while having fun spending time with our neighbors.
I would like to bring attention to the approaching Plastic Bag Ban
effective May 4, 2022. Within these pages, you will find everything
you need to know in order to prepare for the changes that will come
along with this new law. I'm certain this positive change will help our
environment, including Holmdel's open spaces, for many years to
come.
Be sure to read ahead about upcoming programs and volunteer
opportunities. I look forward to seeing more of our community
members out and about as the weather continues to get warmer.
Thank you to everyone who continues to help move Holmdel forward.
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Mayor’s Community Clean-up Day 2022

On March 26, 2022, the Holmdel community came together for the Mayor’s Community Clean-up Day. Mayor
Buontempo, Deputy Mayor Santhana, and Committeeman Luccarelli were joined by over a hundred volunteers, Satz
School seventh graders, BSA scouts, and firefighters from Holmdel Fire & Rescue Company #2 helped pick up trash and
litter from public areas around the Township. After a very busy morning, volunteers were able to clean up an entire
truckload of litter!
Thank you to all residents who volunteered their time to keep Holmdel beautiful. Special thanks to Holmdel Township
Recreation and the Department of Public Works for organizing this event and to Holmdel Township Police Department for
keeping our volunteers safe throughout the morning.
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES CLEAN UP OF HOLMDEL CEMETERIES

Please join the Daughters of the American Revolution, Holmdel Historical Society, the Holmdel
Police Cadets, and Holmdel Scouts to clean up old burial grounds in Holmdel. Volunteers are
needed to clear brush and move it to the street. Bring boots/sturdy shoes, gloves, appropriate old
clothing, and tools such as clippers and rakes.
Date: Saturday, May 14, 2022
Location: Lequier Burial Ground – Corner of Line Rd and Wigwam
Time: 9:00AM – 12:00PM
Age to Volunteer: 12 and up
Date: Saturday, May 21, 2022
Location: Catholic Cemetery/African American Cemetery
(Park at Canyon Woods cul-de-sac and enter thru marked easement)
Time: 8:00AM – 1:00PM
Age to Volunteer: 12 and up
For questions related to these volunteer opportunities, please email michelemdonnelly@gmail.com.
Thank you for helping to preserve Holmdel!

WATER FOUNTAINS & REFILLING STATIONS
INSTALLED AT ACKERSON PARK
The cultural shift away from single-use plastics
prompted Holmdel Township to start installing bottlefilling stations throughout our parks, the newest one
being at Ackerson Park, located at 17 Crape Myrtle
Drive. The new stations feature more traditional water
fountain spouts as well as a tap for filling reusable water
bottles.
Water bottle refilling stations are becoming a popular
way to cut back on customary single-use plastics, a
growing initiative in the state that has led to the ban on
plastic carryout bags and polystyrene foam in stores,
grocery stores, and foodservice businesses effective
May 4, 2022.
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Law Takes Effect May 4, 2022

Get Past Plastic

As the state gears up to implement the law to reduce single-use plastic bags and polystyrene foam
products, the Department of Environmental Protection offers guidelines to help the public.
What you need to know about plastic and
reusable bags:
Supermarkets and grocery stores
These stores will no longer provide single-use plastic bags or
paper bags for your groceries. Bring your own reusable bags
or purchase them at the store. (Stores under 2,500 square feet
may still provide paper bags.) Reusable bags should be made
of polypropylene fabric, PET nonwoven fabric, nylon, cloth,
hemp product, or other washable fabric; have stitched handles;
and be designed and manufactured for multiple reuses. Bags
are available at most grocery stores and retailers, as well as
through online merchants.
These stores will still be allowed to provide plastic bags to
hold loose items such as uncooked meats, fruit, vegetables,
flowers, greeting cards, and other loose items. Every store is
going to come up with its own plan to comply with the law.
For more information, contact the store.
If you have single-use plastic bags at home, you may continue
to use them within your home or you can bring them to use
when you shop. It is only the grocery store that is unable to
provide single-use plastic or paper bags upon checkout.
Restaurants
Takeout customers should be prepared to be given single-use
paper bags as well as some hot food plastic bags that are used
to hold items such as soup and chili.
It is recommended that customers bring their own reusable
bag in case the restaurant is no longer providing single-use
paper bags. You may still receive your food in a paper bag at
drive-through restaurants, but plastic bags will no longer be
allowed.
You may still get plastic utensils with meal orders as in the
past.
Sit-down restaurants may provide “doggie bags” made of any
material except polystyrene foam.

Retail stores
Retail stores of any size may provide customers with singleuse paper bags but may not provide single-use plastic bags.
The DEP encourages consumers to get into the habit of
bringing reusable bags when shopping at any retail store.
Pharmacies can provide customers with single-use paper bags
and can also use plastic bags to hold prescriptions. The DEP
encourages consumers to bring reusable bags to pharmacies
for other purchases.
Food Pantries and Food Banks
In recognition of the hardships the pandemic has placed on
many people, food pantries and food banks will have until
Nov. 4 to comply with the plastic bag provisions of the law
under legislation signed recently by Governor Murphy.
The Clean Communities Council will provide them with
500,000 reusable bags for distribution. They may also provide
paper bags.

What you need to know about polystyrene
foam food-service containers:
You will no longer be able to purchase plates, cups or utensils
made from polystyrene foam. You will still be able to
purchase plastic utensils and plastic or paper plates and cups.
For the next two years, certain polystyrene foam foodservice
products will be exempt from the law including raw and delisliced meats, poultry and fish trays, portion cups of two
ounces or less, if used for hot foods or foods requiring lids.
Food pre-packaged by the manufacturer in a polystyrene foam
container also is permitted for sale.
Polystyrene foam foodservice products such as ice cream
cups, coffee cups, and soup containers will be prohibited.
Food delivery will no longer be able to be served or delivered
in polystyrene. This food may be delivered in other materials
such as plastic, paper, or aluminum products.

WHAT’S NEW IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
The Department of Community Development is excited to welcome several new staff members to the
Township. Tara Buss is the new Office Manager, whose role will be to ensure a seamless transition of processes
throughout the department. Michael Winch moved from part-time Inspector to the full-time Plumbing
Subcode Official along with Ryan Chesek as the new full-time Electrical Subcode Official, and Bert Rodriguez as
one of the new Fire Inspectors. With a combined total of over 50 years of knowledge and expertise, the new staff
will help contribute to the Department’s primary goal of developing an agency responsive to the needs of the
community.
Some people wonder what the Department of “Community Development” in Holmdel encompasses… It is the
department that coordinates all the planning, zoning, construction, engineering, fire prevention, code
enforcement, housing, floodplain, and land use regulations. Its primary mission is to develop and maintain a
sustainable community for the residents of the town and all the surrounding neighbors. How do they do all this
great work? Through very careful planning and management, all while enforcing local policies, as well as state
and federal regulations.
The residents and businesses here in Holmdel are very busy in general. But as we move into the springtime,
work needing applications and permits often increases. The Holmdel Township Department of Community
Development has made filing an application or paying for a permit easy and efficient, all from the comfort of
home. Residents and contractors can submit applications, and often pay for associated permit fees, through the
SDL Portal platform. Those requests are then transmitted directly to Township staff, who will follow up directly.
To learn more about the online services visit the Citizen Portal.
With this growing team in place, we are achieving a higher level of service for all our residents and local business
partners. Community Development is here to be a “constructive” part of the community and its needs.

2022 RECYCLING REMINDERS
As a reminder, all recycling materials should be placed in watertight
containers not to exceed 32 gallons of capacity and 50lbs in weight for the
safety of our pickup crews. Please label all cans. Recycling stickers are
available, free of charge, by contacting vstevens@holmdeltownship.com or
732-946-2820 ext. 1952.
Our recycling contractor has until 7:00 pm to finish their routes. Pick-up
times in all areas can deviate from week to week. Please wait until the day is
over, or the following morning to report a missed pickup, and the Township
will notify the vendor to stop back to collect what was missed.
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2022 ROAD IMPROVEMENT
PROGRAM

On April 26, 2022, the Township awarded its contract for our 2022
Road Improvement Program to P&A Construction which will bring a
wide range of road improvements to many parts of Holmdel
Township. This year’s anticipated list of road improvements includes
major resurfacing projects including milling and paving, culvert
replacements and numerous simple resurfacing projects.
A complete listing of streets included in this project can be found on
the Township’s DPW webpage or by calling 732-946-2820 ext. 1952.
Affected residents will be contacted prior to construction with any
special instructions. Access will be maintained for residents, school
buses, trash/recycling pickup and emergency vehicles.

REMINDER:
HOLMDEL PARKS
ARE SMOKE FREE
AREAS
The Holmdel Municipal
Alliance reminds all residents,
neighbors, and visitors that
Holmdel’s parks and recreation
areas are all designated as
“Smoke Free”. This includes
electronic smoking devices such
as vape pens.
Residents and patrons can
breathe easy knowing our parks
are free from tobacco and other
smoke.

Road Construction is a temporary inconvenience creating long-term
improvements. The key purpose of our program is to maintain the
Township’s roadway system. The primary objective is to achieve a
reliable transportation infrastructure system to facilitate public safety
and public convenience. Additional goals include the preservation of
our neighborhoods, property values, community, and quality of life.
With this in mind, the Township urges all motorists to please exercise
caution and patience when entering, exiting and traveling through
construction zones.

TONNAGE GRANT

Holmdel Township has been awarded a $43,066.00 Tonnage Grant
from the State of New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection
(NJDEP) to help the township enhance its recycling efforts.
The recycling tonnage grants are awarded through the state’s Recycling
Enhancement Act and are funded through a $3 per-ton surcharge on the
trash disposed at solid waste facilities statewide. The DEP then allocates
that money back to municipalities based on how much recycling each
community reports accomplishing during a particular calendar year. These
grants help communities continue the important work of promoting the
benefits of recycling and have a positive impact on New Jersey’s quality of
life.
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LAUREL AVENUE TRAIN BRIDGE UPDATE

Repair work has begun on the Laurel Avenue train bridge, and as of
April 18th, Laurel Avenue is closed in both directions at the bridge. It is
anticipated that this closure will remain through at least May 26th.
Please see the official detour route map above. NJ Transit will be
maintaining a webpage about the Laurel Avenue project – for the most
up-to-date information about the project residents can visit the site.
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VETERANS INITIATIVE

Holmdel Township’s commitment to listening to our veteran voices is
about developing meaningful partnerships to drive the growth of
services, programs, and reverence for our veterans, therefore, building
a stronger community. Tapping into the diverse range of history, ideas
and talents of our resident veterans allows all of us to achieve great
things. The Township is looking forward to hosting quarterly “Veteran
Town Hall” meetings to support this commitment. It is an opportunity
for us to hear from our local veterans about what is important to them!
What do they want to hear about? What do they want to share with
others? How can we help as a Township?
The Township is seeking all community Veterans to identify themselves so they
can be recognized and supported for their service to our Country.
By clicking this link important and valuable information, services,
support, and events will be directly disseminated to our Veterans
and/or family members.
For more information or questions please contact Holmdel Office of
Administration at bkovelesky@holmdeltownship.com or 732-946-2820
ext. 1203.

HOLMDEL IS
COMMITED TO
LISTENING TO
OUR VETERAN
VOICES TO
DEVELOP A
PARTNERSHIP
AND DRIVE
GROWTH
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New Holmdel Fire Station Ribbon Cutting
On Thursday, April 14, 2022, the Mayor and Township Committee joined
Chief Hernando, Chief Farrell, Deputy Chief Rybakowski, President McGraw,
and the firefighters of Holmdel Fire & Rescue Company #2 in cutting the
ribbon on the new Holmdel Fire Station. The fire department raised the
American flag, unveiled the dedication plaque, and in a tradition dating back to
the 1800s, pushed the new engine 18-77 into the apparatus bay.
Congratulations to Holmdel Fire & Rescue Company #2 on your new home!

MVC MOBILE UNIT MAKES A
RETURN VISIT TO HOLMDEL
UPCOMING
BLOOD DRIVES

The MVC Mobile Unit is returning to Holmdel! The November visit by
the Motor Vehicle Commission's Mobile Unit was so successful that
they decided to make a return visit.
On Thursday, May 26, 2022, the mobile unit will be stationed at the
Senior/Community Center (6 Crawfords Corner Road). The unit will
be available from 10:00 am-2:00 pm. Residents will be able to receive
the following services:
Drivers' license renewals
Real ID drivers licenses** (Limited to 12 customers)
Registration renewals
Veterans placards
Handicap placards
Purple Heart recipient placards
Permits
Non-driver ID
Old license plate drop-offs (and receive a receipt)

Holmdel Township will be
hosting several blood donation
events in partnership with the
American Red Cross. The blood
drives will be held at the
Holmdel Senior Community
Center from 2pm-7pm on the
following dates:
May 24th
June 28th
July 12th
August 30th
September 13th
If you are interested in donating
blood, the Red Cross asks that
you pre-register at their website.

**NOTE: Real ID driver's licenses will be limited to the first 12
residents who register for Real ID and those residents MUST arrive at
the mobile unit in the morning hours between 10 am - 12 pm.
PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. The mobile unit will guarantee
the first 40 residents who register (priority will be given to senior
citizen residents). All residents who sign up after that will be added to
the waitlist.
Please visit the Holmdel Township website for specific information
and for the link to pre-register. The webpage contains a list of the 6
Points of Identification that you will need to bring with you. All
customers must bring their social security card, no matter what other
types of identification they bring.
If you have questions, please contact (732) 946-2820 ext. 1213.
April 2022
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HIPPITY HOP EASTER EGG HUNT
POLICE YOUTH
ACADEMY
ACCEPTING
APPLICATIONS

April 2nd was a great weekend for the Holmdel Township Hippity Hop
Easter Egg Hunt. Mayor Buontempo and Deputy Mayor Santhana
joined hundreds of young residents as they hunted for eggs and met
the Easter Bunny!
Thanks to Holmdel Township Recreation for organizing and hosting
this wonderful event!

The Holmdel Township Police
Department is excited to announce
that they are accepting applications
for the Police Youth Academy. The
academy will run:
August 1 - August 5 for children
ages 9-10
August 8 - August 12 for children
ages 11-12
Deadline to apply is May 16, 2022 no exceptions!
Please submit your application to:
Holmdel Police Department
4 Crawfords Corner Road
Holmdel, NJ 07733
To view the Youth Academy
brochure with additional
information, click here.
To view and download the
application, click here.
For questions, please contact:
Lt. Robert Philhower
732-946-9690 ext. 1761
rphilhower@holmdelpolice.org
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ALEX'S DOG PARK
ONE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY

WE HAVE
MET
A remarkable event occurred last spring. On May 31, 2021, the
Alexander Ching Memorial Dog Park officially opened its gates to the
public. Since then, the off-leash park, nestled within scenic Bayonet
Farm, has become a popular and favorite community destination. At
Alex's Paw Park, dogs can enjoy a game of catch with their human
companion, while also safely exercising and socializing with other
furry friends. And pups aren't the only ones benefiting from the park.
Dog owners have also found their “happy place”, as one patron
expressed: “we love it here. We have met some mighty nice two-legged
and four-legged friends!”
The Paw Park Foundation will host a small celebration to
commemorate the one-year anniversary on Saturday, May 21, 2022, at
1:00 pm. The rain date will be Sunday, May 22, 2022. All are welcome.
For more details, follow the dog park on Facebook and Instagram,
@AlexsPawPark, or the Township website. If you have a suggestion, are
interested in donating, or would like to volunteer, please email
AlexanderChingMemorialDogPark@gmail.com or contact Holmdel
Township’s Recreation Department at rward@holmdeltownship.com.
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AND
FOURLEGGED
FRIENDS
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UKRAINE MEDICAL SUPPLY DRIVE
In late March, Governor Phil Murphy visited Holmdel Town Hall
to recognize the generosity of Holmdel’s residents, neighbors,
and community partners for their participation in the Township
Committee’s Ukraine Medical Supply Drive. Thanks to this
donation drive, which began on March 8th and concluded on
March 22nd, Holmdel was able to ship 2,185 pounds of critically
needed supplies to Ukraine, including 38,000 bandages, 9,000
gloves, 1,000 bottles of over-the-counter pain relievers, 200
backpacks, and dozens of handmade cards from Holmdel public
school students, many of which were translated into Ukrainian
by the students. During his visit, Governor Murphy reviewed the
final boxes being loaded into the truck and thanked Holmdel’s
residents for responding to the call for aid.
During his visit, Governor Murphy reviewed the final boxes
being loaded into the truck and thanked Holmdel’s residents for
responding to the call for aid. He also thanked Holmdel’s
Department of Public Works who spent the past week sorting
supplies and packing items for shipment.
Mayor Buontempo was pleased with the outcome of the
donation drive. “Holmdel’s residents are always ready to lend a
hand when assistance is needed,” the mayor said. “Residents of all
ages, from teenagers to seniors have been dropping off supplies
at Town Hall for the past three weeks. We filled an entire room
in the basement with items to donate.”
Deputy Mayor Prakash Santhana shared the mayor’s sentiments.
“The outpouring of support for the Ukraine Medical Supply
Drive from Holmdel residents was overwhelming. Not only did
we get over a ton of medical supplies, but also handwritten notes,
some in Ukrainian, by our school children to show our solid
support.”
Committeeman Rocco Impreveduto took part in the governor’s
visit and said of the donation drive, "I'm overwhelmed by the
unbelievable response from our residents to the Ukraine Aid
Drive. They donated more than 2,000 pounds - a literal ton - of
supplies to the Ukrainian people during this devastating time.
Their compassion and determination to assist those in need is a
perfect encapsulation of what I know Holmdel to be.
In addition to receiving supplies from Holmdel residents,
employees at Bayshore Medical Center, Bell Works, local
pharmacies, and students from Holmdel Township’s Indian Hill
and Village Schools participated in the drive. Mayor Buontempo
also received a call from Somerset Development CEO Ralph
Zucker, who provided a generous donation. The supplies have
been transferred to the shipping company Meest, who will ship
them to Lviv, Ukraine. From there the supplies will then be
delivered to aid organizations that can distribute them to citizens
throughout Ukraine.

