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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
School days are here again! It is hard to believe summer break is coming
to a close, but I'm looking forward to all that fall has to offer.
Welcome back to students and staff. I wish them a great year ahead.
Please remember to be vigilant now that students are heading back to
class. Beware of bus stops and children crossing the road.
As part of our stigma-free initiative, we will be recognizing International
Overdose Awareness Day once again. I would like to take this time to
remind you The Holmdel Alliance to Prevent Alcoholism and Drug
Abuse has compiled useful resources in the services section of our
website. The new 988 Suicide and Crisis Lifeline is also available. If you
or a loved one are struggling with addiction, don't hesitate to reach out.
Finally, I would like to recognize the Holmdel Fire and Police
Departments for their collaborative training course last month. They
continue to help our community stay safe through their efforts.
As always, I thank you for helping to move Holmdel forward.

Tax Sale Notices Sent
Holmdel Township will be holding its Tax Sale on October 27,
2022. Notices have already been sent to affected property
owners. For any questions related to the Tax Sale or notices
received from the Tax Office, please contact the Tax Collector
at (732) 946-2820 ext. 1411 or jstone@holmdeltownship.com.
Notifying the Tax Office of Home Purchases
The Holmdel Tax Office is not able to update homeowner
records until the recorded deed is received from Monmouth
County – a process that can often take several weeks to
months. The Tax Office encourages new property owners to
notify our office of the change as soon as possible after closing
on a new home. If you are a Holmdel resident who has friends
or family new to the Township, please pass along this helpful
information.
New property owners can contact the Tax Collector at (732)
946-2820 ext. 1411 or jstone@holmdeltownship.com.
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NEW JERSEY AMERICAN
WATER GRANTED NEW RATES
BY NEW JERSEY BOARD OF
PUBLIC UTILITIES

On August 17, 2022, the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities (BPU)
approved a settlement between New Jersey American Water and the
N.J. Division of Rate Counsel, BPU Staff, and several intervenors for
new water and wastewater rates for New Jersey American Water.
The new rates will become effective on September 1, 2022. With the
approved rate increase, the monthly bill for an average water customer
using 5,520 gallons will increase by approximately $2.93, and the
monthly bill for an average wastewater customer will increase by
approximately $3.74.
Customers will receive information about the new rates in their next
New Jersey American Water bill. This information will also be available
on the company’s website under Customer Service & Billing, Your
Water and Wastewater Rates, or by calling 800-272-1325, Monday
through Friday, 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.

HOLMDEL FIRE
DEPARTMENT
RECEIVES GRANT
FROM NJ AMERICAN
WATER

Earlier this month, Mayor
Buontempo joined Chief Eric
Hernando and Deputy Chief Nick
Rybakowski in accepting a grant from
New Jersey American Water as part of
their Volunteer Fire & Emergency
Responder Grant Program.
These funds will assist Holmdel Fire &
Rescue Company #2 with purchasing
fire helmets and other Personal
Protective Equipment that will protect
our firefighters as they keep Holmdel
Township safe!

New Jersey American Water also wants to remind its customers about
the variety of bill-paying assistance programs that are available.
Customers having difficulty paying their water and/or wastewater bills
are encouraged to make payment arrangements or budget billing
directly through the MyWater customer portal or by calling the
company’s Customer Service Center at 800-272-1325.
Customers who meet low-income requirements may also apply for
assistance through the company’s H2O Help to Others program, which
provides water and wastewater service charge discounts of up to 100
percent.
Additionally, customers who are behind on their bills may also qualify
for the new LIHWAP program, administered by the N.J. Department of
Community Affairs.
More information about all of these programs can be found on the
company's website under Customer Service & Billing, Bill Paying
Assistance.
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New Jersey has created a selfcertification process for renters who
continue to experience economic
challenges to protect themselves from
eviction. As per the State Department
of Community Affairs, it is very
important that you self-certify if you
are at risk for eviction. To learn more,
and to self-certify, visit the New
Jersey Eviction Prevention site.
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JOINT TRAINING EFFORT BETWEEN
POLICE AND FIRE DEPARTMENTS
Last month, the Police and Fire Departments participated in a cross-agency
rope rescue training course. Twelve students attended a four-hour lecture and
16 hours of hands-on training during the course entitled, “Technical Rescuer:
Rope Level 1”. Those in attendance learned how to work in a technical rescue
environment, how to construct a variety of rope systems, and how to package
a patient and safely remove the patient from danger. The course culminated
with several low-angle rescue scenarios where two rescue squads were tasked
with rescuing a simulated patient trapped in a ravine.
The training came on the heels of a two-year plan to provide enhanced rescue
capabilities for the town. In recent years, Holmdel has seen an increase in
missing person incidents, large area searches, and injured persons in
wilderness settings. The two agencies are joining forces to ensure enough
manpower is available to initiate a rescue without having to wait for mutual
aid resources from other towns.

Students prepare a patient for transport utilizing a
Stokes basket under the tutelage of Instructor
Richard Michitsch

The Police and Fire Departments have identical equipment caches and will be
stored and available on front-line apparatus to expedite the response.
Additional members of both departments will attend another class this fall and
both departments are committed to quarterly cross-agency training going
forward.
Holmdel Police Sergeant David D’Arcy, who also serves as the Fire
Department Training Officer, led the instruction. D’Arcy is a State Certified
Emergency Services Instructor, technical rescuer, and member of the State’s
Urban Search & Rescue Team: New Jersey Task Force One.
Volunteer Fire Chief Eric Hernando, who also serves as a Detective with the
Police Department and is the Township’s Office of Emergency Management
Coordinator, attended the course. Hernando said of the training, “This type of
training is a great example of our commitment to providing the highest level
of service to Holmdel. Partnering with Chief Allocco and the Police
Department will ensure the town has resources on the scene quickly to handle
a variety of situations”.

Sergeant D’Arcy looks on while Chief Hernando
rigs a hauling system

Finally, the Police and Fire
Departments would like to thank the
Middletown Township Fire
Department for the use of their
training academy to conduct all of the
hands-on training. Also, a sincere
thank you to Matawan Fire
Department Ex-Chief Richard
Michitsch and Neptune Police Sergeant
Aaron Lay for their assistance with
delivering the instruction. Both men
are staff members at the Middletown
academy.

Volunteer Firefighter Samantha Farrell
operates a belay system while the rescue
squad makes its way to the victim

Patrolman Wilson descends a fixed rope system
and prepares to ascend to the upper floor

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFTS UPDATE
Over the past several years, New Jersey has been plagued by a growing surge of motor
vehicle thefts. Despite continued efforts to resolve this issue by police departments and
communities across the State, the problem continues to persist. Last week alone, in a
three-day period, 155 cars were stolen statewide, six of which were stolen from
Monmouth County. To date, 10,872 cars have been stolen in the State this year, up
from 8,957 during the same period last year. These statistics are provided to
underscore the magnitude of the problem throughout New Jersey.
Criminals have become more brazen in their attempts at these thefts, because of your
diligence in discouraging them by locking your cars, taking your keys inside and
securing your home. Residences are now being entered in an attempt to locate car keys
to facilitate these thefts. Many have asked what additional steps they can take to secure
their homes and reduce the likelihood of becoming a victim of these crimes. While no single action is likely to solve this
issue, a layered approach to security is the best deterrent. This approach includes the use of audible alarm systems,
security lighting and video surveillance systems. Even though these systems can reduce the chance of falling victim to
one of these crimes, they only work when used consistently, and as part of a comprehensive home security plan. Alarm
systems need to be activated, windows and doors need to be locked, garage doors need to be closed and secured and
keys need to be removed from vehicles when not in use. Other steps to be considered include parking vehicles in the
garage, if possible, and covering windows to obscure the likelihood of vehicles and car keys being detected.
The Holmdel Police Department continues to tackle this issue using a multi-faceted approach. We continue to take
steps such as supplementing patrols during hours of increased criminal activity. We have reinforced training for
officers in key areas, particularly in the use of tire deflation devices and the Attorney General’s Vehicle Pursuit policy.
We strive to be at the forefront in the use of technology, such as Automated License Plate Readers, in the detection of
stolen vehicles. And, as always, we continue to collaborate with our partner law enforcement agencies throughout the
County and State.
In addition, we are continuing to vigorously deter these crimes by all available means. In the past month, officers have
been involved in five motor vehicle pursuits, and have attempted to stop over twenty other vehicles that fled the
Township at speeds over 100 miles per hour. These excessive speeds have prevented officers from initiating a pursuit,
due to the extreme danger posed to the public and restrictions placed on officers by the Attorney General’s Vehicle
Pursuit policy.
The Holmdel Police strive to foster communication and collaboration between the Department and our residents. We
continue to share information via our social media platforms, to keep residents informed of incidents that occur. We
emphasize the importance of locking your cars, taking your keys inside and securing your home. We urge you to
report ALL suspicious activity in your neighborhood to the police IMMEDIATELY. Vigilance, consistency and looking
out for one another is the culture that we must continue to cultivate.

LANTERNFLY UPDATE
The Township has been receiving calls and emails from residents
regarding the infestation throughout the town of the Spotted
Lanternfly.
The Township contacted the Monmouth County
Mosquito Control to inquire what, if any, remedial measures they
might be taking. They informed the Township that currently,
neither Mosquito Control nor the State is currently undertaking any
action against this invasive species. They recommended that the
residents review the State’s website for helpful information or contact
the Master Gardeners of Monmouth hotline by calling 732-303-7614
or emailing mgarden@co.monmouth.nj.us.

August 2022

Page 5

MEDICAL EQUIPMENT &
SUPPLIES DONATION DRIVE
Holmdel Township will be partnering
with the 911 Fund in collecting
donations of medical supplies that will
be given to underdeveloped countries
in need. The 911 Fund was created in
the aftermath of September 11, 2001. It
was conceived by former members of
the Fire Department of the City of New
York
(FDNY)
and
is
currently
additionally staffed by Emergency
Personnel, both EMS and Firefighters,
from all over the country, including
New Jersey. All members donate their time and skills free of charge. Part of
their mission is to donate, and ship used medical equipment and supplies to
underdeveloped countries.

Holmdel residents can drop off donations of acceptable medical supplies at the
drop-off container located at the Public Works Building (14 Crawfords Corner
Road) anytime during normal working hours.
Alternatively, donations can be dropped off during either Large Item Drop-off
event next month on September 10th and 24th, 8 am-2 pm.
Examples of acceptable donations include walkers, wheelchairs, crutches,
hospital beds/cots, canes, commodes, tub benches, and slings. Other acceptable
items include Personal Protective Equipment such as new or unused disposable
face masks, eye protection including face shields and safety goggles, disposable
gowns, gloves, surgical caps, foot covers, wipes, hand sanitizer, and bleach.
For more information, please contact vstevens@holmdeltownship.com or 732946-2820 ext. 1952

VETERANS SERVICES

Veterans are an honored part of our
community. They are our parents,
grandparents, brothers, sisters, sons,
and daughters. We owe a debt of
gratitude to veterans every day for
protecting the freedoms that we often
take for granted.
If you are one of your family
members, friends or neighbors are a
Holmdel Veteran please visit our
website under Veterans Services to
sign up to receive valuable
information, services, support, and
events that are disseminated.
For more information contact the
Office of Administration;
bkovelesky@holmdeltownship.com
732-946-2820 ext. 1203.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS:
HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP’S VETERAN
OF THE YEAR AWARD
Holmdel Township is accepting nominations for the 2022 Holmdel Veteran of
the Year Award. Submissions will be collected until October 7, 2022.
If you have a relative, friend or neighbor whom you think should be
recognized, please take a few minutes to fill out the one-page form. The form
can be submitted online, by email or postal mail, or dropped off at Town Hall.
Veterans who are nominated for this award may be on active duty or
honorably separated from military service from one of the five Armed Forces
of the United States, including Reserve or National Guard. Nominees should
have demonstrated exemplary service in the military, in their community and
in support of other veterans in the community. They must also live in Holmdel
Township.
For more information or to get a nomination form, contact Barbara Kovelesky
at 732-946-2820 ext. 1203 or bkovelesky@holmdeltownship.com.
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YOU'RE INVITED
Holmdel Township's 2nd Annual
Veteran’s Appreciation Lunch will
be hosted by Daughters of the
American Revolution –
Middletown Chapter.
WHEN:
Thursday, September 22, 2022
12 noon – 3:00PM
WHERE:
Holmdel Township
Senior/Community Center
6 Crawfords Corner Road
To RSVP or for more
information email
middletowndar@gmail.com.

OVERDOSE AWARENESS DAY
A sea of small purple flags has adorned the front entrance of Holmdel’s
Municipal Building for the month of August, leading up to International
Overdose Awareness Day on August 31, 2022, with each flag
representing an individual lost due to a drug overdose in the county this
year.
International Overdose Awareness Day is the world’s largest annual
campaign to help prevent overdose. It was initiated in 2001 to
remember without stigma those who died, and to acknowledge the grief
of the family and friends left behind.
In addition to the message of overdose prevention, the day also focuses
on properly disposing of unwanted medications. All unwanted
medications can be dropped off year-round at the Holmdel Township’s
Police Department, 4 Crawfords Corner Road. The 24/7, anonymous
Project Medicine Drop box is available in the police department lobby.
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LABOR DAY RECYCLING
COLLECTION
Due to the Monday holiday, recycling
collection for Zone 1 will take place on
Saturday, September 10, 2022. Please
follow normal procedures, and leave
materials curbside the night before,
Friday, September 9, 2022.

Haunt O’Ween will be coming to Holmdel September 30th-October 31, 2022, at
Bell Works, 101 Crawfords Corner Road.
Comprised of nine distinctive and wholly immersive worlds, Haunt O'
Ween lets guests adventure through the massive grounds with thousands of
photo ops, over 25 live character performers that they can engage and interact
with, face painting, rides, games, trick-or-treating, dancing, and more.
Additionally, there is no time limit, so guests are welcome to stay for hours and
enjoy all the ghoulish mayhem. For more information visit the event website.

PAPER SHREDDING
All shredding events will be held from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at the following locations:
Saturday, Sept. 10 – Union Beach
Recycling Center, 1400 Florence Ave.
Saturday, Sept. 24 – Marlboro Municipal
Complex, 1979 Township Dr.
Saturday, Oct. 1 – Colts Neck, Town Hall
Parking Lot, 124 Cedar Dr.
Saturday, Oct. 8 – Freehold Township
Municipal Building, 1 Municipal Plaza
Saturday, Oct. 22 – Sea Bright, Borough
Hall Parking Lot, 1099 Ocean Ave.
Saturday, Nov. 5 – Allenhurst Beach Club,
End of Corlies Ave. near Ocean Ave.
Saturday, Nov. 12 – Middletown High
School North, 63 Tindall Dr.
2022 Bayonet Farm Trail run will be held on Sunday, October 30th at Bayonet
Farm, 41 Middletown Road. The morning will consist of two races. Starting at
8:15 AM is the kids race which is a 1-mile trail race for your youngster through
Holmdel Township’s Bayonet Farm Park. The route takes runners up through
the woods on the farm’s edge and loops them back around to the main trail. The
race begins and ends at the dirt road next to the Alexander Ching Memorial Dog
Park. Runners will receive medals and the top three finishers will earn an
additional award. Registration for the kids race is free.
At 9:00 AM the main race will take place, which is a 4-mile trail race through the
woods and fields. The route winds through the park, crosses the Ramanessin
Brook and loops up and around the hay fields along the park’s boundaries. The
race begins and ends at the dirt road next to the Alexander Ching Memorial Dog
Park. Runners are chip-timed and awards are given to the top three female and
male finishers, as well as top finishers by age group. Registration is $40/person
until October 1st, after 10/1 registration is $50/person. Registration can be done
on line through the Recreation Department’s RecDesk site here: Programs
(recdesk.com). For more information contact the Recreation Office at 732-9462820 ext. 1225 or recreation@holmdeltownship.com.
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County residents may shred up to 100
pounds, which is equivalent to four office
paper boxes or four large sized trash bags. All
papers will be shredded on location in the
mobile truck and the event will end once the
mobile truck is full or its scheduled end time.
Large binder clips must be removed from
documents; staples and paper clips can
remain.
This program is hosted by the Monmouth
County Board of County Commissioners and
the participating municipalities.
Information about the paper shredding events
and recycling can be found on the recycling
section of the County’s website or call 732-6838686, ext. 8967.
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