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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
Fall is fully underway and I'm enjoying the Halloween decorations
that are starting to appear around the neighborhood. I encourage
residents to come out and attend the special events being offered by
our Parks & Recreation Department throughout the coming weeks.
I would like to take a moment to recognize the Holmdel Traffic &
Bike Safety Committee (TABS) As part of our open space initiative,
they continue to work hard towards securing grants and moving our
bike path project forward.
Finally, I would like to thank Deputy Mayor Prakash Santhana for
his services during his time on the Township Committee. It has
been a pleasure to work with him and I wish him well in his new
ventures.
As always, I thank you for helping to move Holmdel forward.
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DEPUTY MAYOR STEPS DOWN
Deputy Mayor Prakash Santhana stepped down from his position as Deputy Mayor and as a
Township Committeeman due to work commitments on September 16th. Mr. Santhana was in the
final year of his first term and had been selected by his colleagues to serve as Deputy Mayor in
January of this year. In his farewell remarks, Mr. Santhana said that he plans to stay involved in the
Holmdel community in whatever ways he can. The Township Committee is grateful to Mr. Santhana
for his years of service to the Township Committee and the Holmdel community.
At the September 27th meeting, DJ Luccarelli was elected as Deputy Mayor of Holmdel and resident
Brian Foster was appointed to fill the vacant seat left by Mr. Santhana’s resignation.
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CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP’S
VETERAN OF THE YEAR AWARD
Holmdel Township is asking residents to nominate veterans for its 2022 Veteran of the Award which will be presented at our
Veteran’s Memorial Day Ceremony.
The award will be given to a living Holmdel Township veteran who has not only served the U.S. with honor but has also used their
leadership skills and abilities to improve the Holmdel community.
In order to nominate an individual here are some criteria they must meet:
· Must be a resident of Holmdel Township
· Must be a living veteran of one of the six Armed Forces of the United States, including Reserve or National Guard or the United
State Merchant Marines
· Must have demonstrated outstanding patriotism, leadership, and selfless service as a veteran and a volunteer in the community
or civic service
· May be awarded for a single act or continuous service
· May not be a previous recipient of the Holmdel Township Veteran of the Year award.
The Township is accepting nominations until October 8th, 2022. Submissions can be mailed, hand-delivered or emailed to
Holmdel Township, Office of Administration, Attn: Veteran of the Year, 4 Crawfords Corner Road, Holmdel, NJ 07733. Any
questions can be directed to 732-946-2820 ext. 1203 or bkovelesky@holmdeltownship.com.
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Earlier this month, the Township Committee established the Holmdel
Heritage Committee as a response to instances of discrimination and
hate crime occurring around the country over the past two years. The
purpose of the committee is to get a better understanding of the things
currently impacting members of the various diverse communities
within Holmdel and to come up with creative ways to address issues and
foment community engagement.
At the September 27th Township Committee meeting, Holmdel resident
Chiung-Lin Cheng Liu was appointed as the chairperson of the Holmdel
Heritage Committee. Applications are still being accepted for seats on
the committee. To apply, visit the Committee’s webpage, available here:
http://www.holmdeltownship.com/722/Holmdel-Heritage-Committee

DAUGHTERS OF THE
AMERICAN REVOLUTION HOST
LUNCHEON FOR VETS

UPCOMING RABIES
CLINIC SCHEDULE
All dogs must be on a leash and cats be
contained one per carrier. Animals must be
supervised by an adult. Only healthy dogs and
cats that can be safely restrained by the owner
shall be vaccinated at our clinics.
Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2022 - Fair Haven
Firehouse, 645 River Road from 7 pm to 8
pm
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2022 - Rumson
Public Works Garage, 80 East River Road
from 6:30 pm to 8 pm
Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022 - Little Silver
Firehouse, 543 Prospect Avenue from 10
am - 12 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023 - Brielle Fire
Hall, 509 Longstreet Avenue from 7 pm to
8 pm
Monmouth County Regional Health
Commission No. 1 reserves the right to refuse
services in the effort to maintain the safety of
staff and participants. Clinics are subject to
cancellation or postponement without notice.
Please call with any questions: 732-493-9520.

Earlier this month, the Middletown Chapter of the Daughters of the
American Revolution hosted a luncheon for local veterans. Holmdel
Mayor Greg Buontempo addressed the group, highlighting the Veterans
Initiative Program, which offers benefits, events, and services for
Holmdel veterans. He also highlighted the important relationship that
Monmouth County has had with its soldiers, sailors, and veterans, dating
back to the Revolutionary War.
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DONATE YOUR BICYCLES
HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP
TO SEEK FEDERAL
FUNDS FOR SAFER
STREETS
Holmdel Township is holding a used bike collection sponsored by
RideWise.
RideWise gives adults in need of reliable transportation a new ride
through their program, BikeConnect. RideWise and Pops Bike Shop in
Somerville is a bicycle rehabilitation program that repairs donated
bicycles and gives them to adults who need reliable transportation for
employment.
Bicycles that are donated to RideWise are first sent to Pops Bike Shop
for repairs. The repaired bicycles are then donated to adults referred to
RideWise by nonprofit organizations in Somerset County. In addition
to getting a bicycle, the team at Pops outfits each bicycle with a bell and
lights to comply with New Jersey biking laws, along with a helmet and
bicycle lock. Bike recipients also receive instruction in cycling safety
from RideWise as part of the donation.
Residents with adult bicycles in repairable conditions are urged to
donate their bicycles to this worthy cause. Bikes for parts or dissembled
bikes can not be accepted.
Bicycles can be dropped off at the Township’s Department of Public
Works, 14 Crawfords Corner Road, starting October 3, during normal
working hours, or at the next two Large Item Drop-Off dates of
October 8th and October 22.
Please contact vstevens@holmdeltownship.com or 732-946-2820 ext.
1952 with any further questions.

MONMOUTH COUNTY MUNICIPAL
OPEN SPACE GRANT PROGRAM
Holmdel has applied for grant funding for Phase II of the Holmdel
Traffic & Bike Safety Committee (TABS) Bike Path Project. This
project will aid in creating a more complete bicycle network that
encourages safe and efficient pedestrian travel in the township. Phase I
of the bike path is located on the Township-owned F&F Farm and
received $114,000 in funding from this program in 2021. Phase II is
proposed to connect to Phase I path and utilize open space through
Bell Works and the Township-owned Bayonet Farm that is currently
underutilized.
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The Township’s Engineers, CME
Associates, have applied for
funding through the Safe Streets
and Roads for All Grants to
develop an Action Plan. The
Action Plan will set a blueprint for
future safety improvements and
standards within the Township.
Holmdel has already shown a
dedication to creating a safer
vehicular and pedestrian travel
ways
through
the
TABS
Committee. This Committee is
tasked with identifying high-risk
intersections and streets in need
of improved traffic measures,
recommending
crosswalks,
signage, flashing lights, bike lanes,
and
other
demarcations
to
improve
safety.
They
also
develop
and
share
communications with residents to
improve driver, bicycle, and
pedestrian
safety.
This
Committee works closely with the
Townships Police Department as
well as other Township Officials.
The TABS Committee has also
received Gold Level recognition
for the New Jersey Safe Routes
Program.
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6 COMMON ELDERLY SCAMS AND HOW TO STAY SAFE
A scam can be initiated via the
computer (email, internet, social
media), text, postal mail, in person, or
a phone call. No matter the origin of
the scam, the characteristics are the
same.
First, there is something to pique your
interest – someone in trouble, big
discount offers, lottery win.
Second, the individual contacting you
seems trustworthy, super friendly, and
seems to care about you.
Third, there’s a deadline associated
with the offer – act fast, act now.
There
will
always
be
scams,
particularly those targeted at seniors.
This article identifies some common
scams and some tips to help you take
control of the situation and stay safe.
If you feel you have been scammed, or
are concerned that you are a victim of
fraud,
contact
your
local
law
enforcement
immediately.
Remember to keep a close eye on
bank and credit card statements, and
report any unusual activity.
Stay informed. Remember, you are in
control!

GRANDPARENT SCAM
One of the most common scams presented to seniors is the Grandparent Scam. The caller claims
to be a relative, a grandson or granddaughter, and the call is urgent. Typically, the grandchild is
out of town and is in trouble, needs money fast for some emergency, and doesn’t want the rest
of the family to know. The caller may have bits of information, some of which could be collected
from sources like social media, and prompts the senior to provide more information, making the
call appear genuine. This is not a legitimate call. Hang up the phone and contact your family or
the authorities.

SWEEPSTAKES SCAM
In this case, the scammer would send their target a check or something else of value, whether in
the mail, email, text or phone call, that indicates the recipient won something. In order to claim
the “prize,” the recipient may have to send a check or money order to cover taxes and fees and
may be asked for banking information to deposit the winnings, or to buy something to enter the
contest. This is so the scammer can obtain private banking information. The name of the
sweepstakes may seem familiar – quite often scammers will do this to make it recognizable.
Legitimate contests do not ask for money or financial information upfront. Do not respond to
these messages with a check, money order or cash. It is always best to never provide identifying
information to anyone over the phone, text, or email, especially your bank account information.

HOME IMPROVEMENT SCAM
Scammers target seniors by providing home improvement services in order to gain access to
their homes, belongings, and personal information. They will arrive at their target’s house, offer
free inspections, or offer services to fix something they deem “needs work”. The scammer will
pretend to be working for the local town or county to appear more legitimate. The homeowner
should stay in control of the situation and never let the person at the door into their home. Be
suspicious of unsolicited offers, and ask for identification. If work does need to be done, ask
friends and neighbors whom they would recommend. Be sure to get references, and only used
licensed contractors. Never pay the full amount up front. Pay as the work is completed
according to a contract.

TELEMARKETER SCAM
Scammers will claim to be from an important institution such as a credit card company,
Microsoft, Social Security Administration, Internal Revenue Service, phone company, power
company, and so on. Never feel pressured to commit to anything over the phone. Don’t rely
upon caller ID to let you know whom the call is coming from. Technology today allows for calls
to be masked and appear to be from a number you know or can associate with, but it is not.
Never give out personal information to an unsolicited caller. Never provide your birthday, social
security number (even the last 4 digits), your mother’s maiden name, pet’s name, bank account
information or anything that can be used as a password or identifying information. Hang up and
contact the company the caller claims to be with directly if you feel you need to talk to them.
Refer to your copy of your phone bill, power bill, or the number on the back of your credit card or
bank card to initiate contact.

CHARITIES
While there are many charities that
are worthy of your donations, be sure
you know who you are donating to.
Always verify the charity before
making any donation by checking
with your Attorney General’s office.
Know what the charity is doing with
your contribution. Avoid charities that
will not answer your questions or
provide written information about
their programs or finances. Talk with
family, friends, or trusted sources
before giving to charity. Do not give on
the spot before doing research on the
charity Never give cash or purchase
gift cards for payment.

INTERNET SCAMS
There are many ways scammers are using technology to take advantage of seniors. Whether it is
a special offer via email, attempts to acquire your user name and password via a scheme, or
skimming of information while shopping online, there are ways you can be in control and keep
your information safe. If you are computer-savvy, keep these tips in mind to keep your
information safe:
Never click on links in emails.
Don’t open attachments for special offers.
Be careful of free offers over the holidays.
Watch for malicious ads and popups.
Don’t shop over public wi-fi.
Be suspicious of gift card scams –buy from trusted sources.
Know what your product costs.
Make sure the site is secure – look for the “lock” icon and “HTTPS” on your browser address bar
when shopping.
Make sure all computer anti-virus, malware, and security software are up to date.
Don’t save credit card information online; check out as a guest if offered on the site.

TOWNSHIP COMMITTEE
PROCLAIMS MIKE SOCKOL DAY

HTPD APPROVED FOR
LICENSE PLATE
READERS
At the September 13th meeting, the
Township Committee approved the
purchase of an Automatic License
Plate Recognition (ALPR) system for
the
Holmdel
Township
Police
Department. This system will aid the
department in responding to the
increased vehicle thefts in the
Bayshore area by allowing the police
to better triangulate the precise
locations of a stolen vehicle at a given
time.

At their September 13th meeting, the Mayor and Township
Committee recognized long-time Holmdel Board of Education
member and vice president Mike Sockol by presenting him
with the “Key to the Township” and proclaiming September
13th to be “Mike Sockol Day” in the Township of Holmdel.
Mr. Sockol, a longtime resident of Holmdel, has served on the
Board of Education for over a decade. During his time in office,
he and his colleagues have lowered class sizes, added additional
course topics and sports teams, improved school safety, and
expanded technology infrastructure.
Outside of his elected role, Mr. Sockol is a journalist,
speechwriter, community activist, actor, and playwright who
has written close to thirty plays. The Township Committee’s
proclamation recognized that Mr. Sockol’s “involvement in the
civic conversations of this Township has contributed to
Holmdel’s vitality and strength” and gave thanks for his many
years of service to his neighbors.
Congratulations Mike Sockol!
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
NEEDS YOUR HELP
The Holmdel Township Police
Department Neighborhood Watch is
actively recruiting new members
and captains. The Neighborhood
Watch encourages residents to act as
the eyes and ears of the police
department by being more aware of
activities around them as they go
about
their
normal
routines.
Participants
are
instructed
to
promptly
report
any
unusual
activity to the policy as quickly and
as accurately as possible.
If you are interested in serving your
existing watch group in your
neighborhood or starting a new
group if none currently exists,
please contact Captain Mike Pigott
of the Holmdel Police Department
by calling 732-946-9690 ext. 1742.
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FIRE PREVENTION
WEEK

Fire Prevention week is October 9th
through October 15th. The theme for this
year is to reinforce the critical importance
of developing a home escape plan with all
members of the household and practicing
it on a regular basis. It is important for
everyone to plan and practice a home fire
escape. Everyone needs to be prepared in
advance so that they know what to do
when the smoke alarm sounds. Given that
every home is different, every home fire
escape plan will also be different. Have a
plan for everyone in the home. Children,
older adults, and people with disabilities
may need assistance to wake up and get
out. Make sure that someone will help
them.
In conjunction with Fire Prevention Week,
the Holmdel Fire Department will be
hosting an open house on Saturday –
October 15th from 11 am to 3 pm. The
open house will take place at the new fire
station located at 12 Crawfords Corner
Road. We will have tours, handouts,
activities for the kids and complimentary
refreshments. Come and say hello. Please
park in the rear of the Holmdel
Community Center.
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HOLMDEL'S GREEN TEAM
COMMITTEE VISITS MAZZA
RECYCLING CENTER

Every two weeks Holmdel residents put bins full of recyclables out at the curb.
Later that day they retrieve the empty bins. Mission accomplished! Another load
of recyclables heads off to be reused.

COMPLIMENTARY
TOTE BAGS ARE
NOW AVAILABLE
To
assist
in
keeping
our
environment clean, and the State
plastic ban, the Township held a
Recycle Tote Bag Contest for
students in grades K-12. The two
winning designs are presented
here. One from Zoey Coppola, a
Kindergartener at Village School.
The second is from Valerie Chau,
a third-grader at the Ranney
School. Complimentary tote bags
are available by visiting our
Recreation Department or Clerk’s
Office at Town Hall.

What happens to the bottles, cans, paper, and cardboard items once they
disappear? Holmdel’s recyclables head to Mazza Recycling Services in Tinton
Falls. There is a market for those materials, but first, they need to be sorted so
each type can find a buyer. Holmdel Green Team members visited Mazza in late
August to see how this was done. Here’s what we learned.
Mazza sorts the recycled materials using a combination of sophisticated
machinery and human effort. When a truck is unloaded in their huge facility the
materials are first mixed so that the different types of recyclables are evenly
distributed. This may seem a strange way to start the process, but it actually
makes separation easier since a more uniform mix will not overwhelm either
humans or machines by confronting them with too many of the same kind of
material at once.
The mixed materials are loaded on a belt and brought to human sorters whose
experienced eyes and quick fingers let them pull out unsuitable items. In some
cases, these items simply can’t be recycled, but in others, they might damage the
machines. Among the worst offenders are plastic bags and “tanglers” like cords or
hoses, both of which can stop the machines and shut down the process for hours.
The cleaned-up stream of recyclables then passes through machinery that
separates based on various properties of the materials, such as:
Weight, where paper is blown up above the belt
Magnetic properties, where different metals are selected
Optical properties, which allow the separation of different plastics
Additional inspection by human sorters follows so that all the different recyclable
materials can be selected, and non-recyclables can be discarded.
How can Holmdel residents help make these processes work most efficiently?
First, put only recyclables in your curbside bins. Everything else will end up in
a landfill.
Make sure your recyclables are clean. Remember, human workers are part of
the process, so be considerate.
Be sure not to recycle plastic bags at the curb. Not only will they not be
recycled, but they can damage the equipment and cause the whole line to shut
down for a time. Plastic bags can be recycled at many groceries and at other
stores, including Kohl’s, Acme, Wegmans, and Stop & Shop, so consider taking
this easy step to keep them out of the landfill.
September 2022
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NEW JERSEY ANNOUNCES
ANCHOR PROPERTY TAX
RELIEF PROGRAM
New Jersey announced a new Property Tax Relief Program which replaces
the previous Homestead Benefit program and has expanded eligibility for
property tax relief for Tax Year 2019. The Affordable New Jersey
Communities for Homeowners and Renters (ANCHOR) Property Tax Relief
Program will benefit a large number of homeowners and tenants.
This program provides property tax relief to New Jersey residents who
owned or rented their principal residence (main home) on October 1, 2019,
and met the income limits. If you meet the requirements, you may be
eligible for a benefit payment.
You should file electronically - either online or by phone (1-877-658-2972),
unless you are required to file a paper application. Visit the NJ Division of
Taxation's Instructions on How to File to find information on What You
Need to File and Filing a Paper Application under the "Filing Information
for Homeowners" tab.
The filing deadline for the ANCHOR Application - Tax Year 2019 - is
December 30, 2022.
You will find detailed information for both homeowners and tenants below,
as well as additional resources to help determine your eligibility.
Homeowners
You are eligible if you met these requirements:
·You were a New Jersey resident; and
·You owned and occupied a home in New Jersey that was your principal
residence (main home) on October 1, 2019; and
·2019 property taxes were paid on that home; and
·Your 2019 New Jersey gross income was $250,000 or less.
If you were not a homeowner on October 1, 2019, you are not eligible for a
homeowner benefit, even if you owned a home for part of the year.

ADDITIONAL
RESOURCES FROM
NJ.GOV
For homeowners
For tenants
Check the Status of your 2019
ANCHOR Benefit
ANCHOR
Program
Frequently Asked Questions
We encourage you to learn more
on the NJ Division of Taxation
website including details on how
to
file,
additional
eligible
properties, ineligible properties,
and more for both Homeowners
and Tenants: NJ Announces
ANCHOR Property Tax Relief
Benefit for Tax Year 2019.

You are considered a homeowner if, on October 1, 2019, you:
Owned a house
Owned a condominium and paid property taxes on your unit
Were a resident shareholder of a cooperative housing complex
Were a resident of a continuing care retirement community and your
continuing care contract requires you to pay the proportionate share of
property taxes attributable to your unit
You do not qualify if your residence was completely exempt from paying
property taxes or you made P.I.L.O.T. (Payments-in-Lieu-of-Tax) payments.
ANCHOR Tenant
You are considered a tenant if, on October 1, 2019, you:
You were a New Jersey resident; and
Your 2019 New Jersey gross income was not more than $150,000; and
Rented an apartment, condominium, or house
Rented or owned a mobile home located in a mobile home park
You do not qualify if you lived in tax-exempt, subsidized, or campus
housing.
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