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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel

Inside the Issue

PLASTIC BAG
RECYCLING

NEW DEPUTY MAYOR
ELECTED

CEMETERY CLEAN
UP EFORTS

Find out which plastic items are
acceptable for recycling

Read some important information
about our Township Committee

Learn about DAR's latest cleanup
efforts and how you can help

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
As we begin to look forward to the holiday season, I want to take a
moment to focus on the upcoming elections. These elections hold
significant importance and your vote matters! I encourage all
residents to register and vote in November's elections.
I would like to congratulate The Polo Club and the Swing Loose
Golf Driving Range on their recent grand openings. It was an honor
to attend both ribbon cuttings and welcome them to the
neighborhood, personally.
Lastly, I would like to give a big thank you to all our residents who
assisted in making last month's bicycle and medical supply donation
events a success. These programs help support our local neighbors
when they need it most.
Until next month, I hope everyone enjoys a safe and fun-filled
Halloween. I look forward to continuing to move Holmdel forward.
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BRIAN FOSTER APPOINTED TO SERVE REMAINDER
OF SANTHANA’S TERM
At the September 27th meeting of the Township Committee, the
members voted to appoint resident Brian Foster to fill the vacancy
created by the resignation of Deputy Mayor Prakash Santhana.
Brian resides in Holmdel with his wife Leslie and their four children,
Turner, Liam, Elle and Keaton, all of whom attend Holmdel Schools.
In 2015, Brian served on the Holmdel Planning Board for 5 years. In
2018, he was elected and served on the Holmdel Board of Education
for 3 years. There he served as the Budget and Finance chair. During
that time, the Board of Education implemented a tax reduction,
installed a new Superintendent, and concluded the 2020 referendum
on time and under budget, while also earmarking funds for the
multipurpose turf field.
Brian was a member of the Holmdel EMS and served as a volunteer
ambulance driver for 7 years. For the last 11 years, Brian has been
coaching several sports for HYAA. Brian volunteers with his family for
the NJ Chapter of the Special Olympics Committee.
He currently serves as a Commissioner on the Monmouth County Parks and Recreation Board. Brian is the
principal and owner of BFF Lending, a mortgage lending company, located here in Holmdel.
Brian was sworn in as a Township Committeeman on September 27, 2022.

COMMITTEEMAN DJ LUCCARELLI ELECTED AS
NEW DEPUTY MAYOR
The Township Committee elected Committeeman DJ Luccarelli to
serve as Deputy Mayor at the September 27th meeting, filling the
vacancy created by the resignation of former Deputy Mayor Prakash
Santhana.
DJ Luccarelli is a lifelong resident of Holmdel where he resides with
his wife Nila and three daughters Milena, Belen, and Alessandra. DJ
was the former Vice President and owner of Dearborn Market and
now is the current proprietor of Sweetwaters Coffee and Tea in
Newark, NJ where he proudly serves on the Board of Trustees for the
Newark Downtown District.
DJ has been a member of the Holmdel Zoning Board since 2016. An
active member of the Holmdel Kiwanis Club for over 20 years, he
serves as co-chair of the annual golf fundraiser and has the distinction
of being the recipient of the George F. Hixon award for his
contributions and service. A proud supporter of the Holmdel police,
he was awarded the PBA Man of The Year Award in 2007 for his
continuous efforts on behalf of the citizens of Holmdel and the
Holmdel PBA.
DJ is an avid golfer and enjoys spending time outdoors with his family.
DJ was elected to the Township Committee in November 2020 and was sworn in as Deputy Mayor of Holmdel
on September 27, 2022.
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DEER ACTIVITY INCREASES
AS DAYLIGHT DECREASES

Drivers are reminded to be extra vigilant on roadways this fall as the
mating season for white-tailed deer gets underway and daylight is
limited during peak commuting hours.
According to the New Jersey Department of Transportation deer are
involved in thousands of collisions with motor vehicles in New Jersey
every year, most of which occur during the fall mating season. Peak
mating season for the deer in New Jersey runs from October to midDecember.
These tips can help drivers stay safe:
Slow down if you see a deer and then watch for sudden movement.
If the deer is in the road and doesn’t move, wait for the deer to cross
and the road is clear. Do not try to drive around the deer.
Watch for “Deer Crossing” signs. Drive slower when traveling
through areas known to have a high concentration of deer so there is
enough time to stop, if necessary.
Use high beams during dark periods if there is no oncoming traffic
or vehicles ahead. High beams will be reflected by the eyes of deer
on or near roads. If you see one deer, assume that others may be in
the area.
Don’t tailgate. The driver ahead might have to stop suddenly to
avoid colliding with a deer.
Always wear a seatbelt, as required by law. Drive at a safe and
sensible speed, following the speed limit, factoring for weather,
available lighting, traffic, curves and other road conditions.
Do not swerve to avoid impact if a collision appears inevitable; a
deer may counter-maneuver suddenly. Brake appropriately and stay
in your lane. Collisions are more likely to become fatal when a driver
swerves to avoid a deer and instead collides with oncoming traffic or
a fixed structure along the road.
Report any deer-vehicle collision to a local law enforcement agency
immediately.
For general information about white-tailed deer in New Jersey, visit
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/wildlife/white-tailed-deer.
For information about white-tailed deer seasons and regulations, visit
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/hunting/deer-season-and-regulations.
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OFFICER PROMOTIONS

Over the summer, several members
of the Holmdel Township Police
Department were promoted to new
ranks.
Captain
Frank
Allocco
was
promoted to Chief of Police
Lt. Jeffrey Ackerson and Lt.
Michael Pigott were promoted to
Captain
Sgt. Michael Hughes, Sgt. Vincent
Imperato,
and
Sgt.
William
Bernard
were
promoted
to
Lieutenant
Patrolmen
Michael
Michalski,
Frank Sigismondi, and David
D’Arcy were promoted to Sergeant
Congratulations to these officers on
their new roles. Keep posted to
Holmdel’s social media channels for
information about the upcoming
police promotion ceremony.

HTPD PURCHASES
AUTOMATED LICENSE
PLATE READERS
At the September 13th meeting, the
Township Committee approved the
purchase of an Automatic License
Plate Recognition (ALPR) system for
the
Holmdel
Township
Police
Department. The police department
is in the process of acquiring these
devices and anticipates being able to
install them at strategic locations
around the Township by the end of
the year. This system will aid the
department in responding to the
increased vehicle thefts in the
Bayshore area by allowing the police
to better triangulate the precise
locations of a stolen vehicle at a given
time.
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HIRING HOME IMPROVEMENT
CONTRACTORS: WHAT YOU
NEED TO KNOW

HOLMDEL 2023
POSTCARD
ASSESSMENT
In mid-November, residents will be
receiving a 2023 Assessment Postcard in
the mail from the Monmouth County Tax
Board. We wanted to take this opportunity
to provide some background on what is
occurring with property assessments and
how it affects the Township’s tax rate.

The Holmdel Township Building Department is always actively looking out
for the consumer. We do this by confirming contractor licensing
requirements, ensuring compliance with licensing laws and prior approvals,
checking for signatures and properly completed forms, and publishing
documents throughout our web pages that aid applicants in the proper
completion of required forms. But due diligence ultimately rests with the
Consumer. When hiring a home improvement contractor, keep the
following in mind:
Home improvement contractors offering residential home improvement
services are required by law to be registered with the State of New Jersey.
Electrical, Plumbing, and Mechanical Contractors and are required to
be licensed to practice their trade.
Under the provisions of the Home Improvement Act, any contract for
home improvement services in excess of $500 must be in writing.
Furthermore, the written agreement must include the following:
a. The legal name, address and state registration number of the
contractor, as well as any subcontractors
b. When the work will start, as well as a projected completion date
c. A full and accurate description of all work to be done and all services
to be provided
d. The full amount that the homeowner will be charged for all services
and materials, including any potential finance charges
e. A full description of all supplies and materials the contractor
anticipates using to complete the project
f. A description of any type of security interest the contractor will take
regarding the payment for home improvement services
g. Any guarantee that the contractor offers regarding the services
provided
h. The contractor must advise the homeowner of the right to cancel the
contract at any time within three days of signing.
i. The contractor must also give the homeowner a copy of his or her
general liability insurance policy.
Homeowners hiring a contractor should require that the contractor
obtain all necessary construction permits prior to the start of work. The
Homeowner should NOT represent that they are doing the work when it
is the contractor actually performing the construction.
Final payment to the
INSPECTIONS PASS.

contractor

is

not

due

until ALL

FINAL

Over the past few years, property values
have
had
a
strong
and
sustained
appreciation. The Township is required to
reassess all properties annually based on
the most recent sale prices to maintain fair
tax
distribution.
The
goal
of
the
reassessment is to react to the past market
rather than predict the future market,
therefore, assessments inherently lag the
market. While higher interest rates will
likely have impacts on property values in
the future, the assessments are still playing
catch up from the period of historic
appreciation.
For the upcoming 2023 tax year, the overall
aggregate value of the Holmdel Township
will be approximately 15% higher than it
was in 2022.
This does not mean your taxes will go up
by 15%. It means that the overall value of
properties in the Township has increased.
The aggregate value of Township property
and the tax rate have an inverse
relationship.
The
higher
property
assessments will cause a lower tax rate. We
anticipate that the 2023 tax rate will be
lower than the 2022 tax rate due to the
increased property values.
The assessment function serves as the
distribution mechanism of the property tax
levy which is a combination of municipal,
school and county taxes. Since taxes are
intended to be split up amongst the
property owners based on the market value
of the properties, it is critical that the
assessment process is uniform, accurate,
fair and transparent.
Frequently Asked Questions can be found
on the Tax Assessor’s page of the Township
website. The FAQs provide better insight
into
the
assessment
function,
with
information on how to file an assessment
appeal should you feel your 2023
assessment does not reasonably represent
the current market value of your property.
For questions concerning the process or
your property’s assessment, Contact Erick
Aguiar, CTA at (732) 946-2820 X1431 or
eaguiar@holmdeltownship.com.

For more information on hiring home improvement contractors or the
regulations and laws governing these contractors, you can visit the New
Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs Laws & Regulations website at
www.njconsumeraffairs.gov.
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ANCHOR PROGRAM
New Jersey residents will soon receive filing information mailers for
the 2019 Affordable New Jersey Communities for Homeowners and
Renters (ANCHOR) property tax relief program. The ANCHOR
program replaces the Homestead Benefit program and expands the
amount of property tax relief while also boosting eligibility to twice as
many homeowners and tenants, once again. The deadline for filing an
ANCHOR application is Friday, December 30, 2022.
The 2019 ANCHOR program filing information will be emailed to
homeowners who had requested their 2019 application be sent through
email when they filed their 2018 Homestead Benefit application.
Mailers were sent to Monmouth County residents on September 23,
2022. Please do not call about a missing mailer until at least two weeks
after the expected delivery date for a county.
Eligible homeowners are encouraged to file applications online or by
phone. However, some homeowners will be required to file a paper
application. All eligible tenants can file online or by completing a paper
application.
To be eligible, homeowners must have:
Been a New Jersey resident; and
Owned and occupied a home in New Jersey that was their principal
residence (main home) on October 1, 2019; and
Paid the 2019 property taxes on their main home: and
Had a 2019 New Jersey gross income of not more than $250,000.
To be eligible, tenants must have:
Been a New Jersey resident; and
Rented and occupied an apartment or residence in New Jersey that
was their principal residence (main home) on October 1, 2019; and
Lived in a unit with its own separate kitchen and bath facilities (if
the building had more than one dwelling unit); and
Paid rent on their main home, which was subject to local property
taxes; and
Had a 2019 New Jersey gross income of not more than $150,000.
Applicants will choose to receive their benefits either as a check or
direct deposit. The online application, filing instructions, and paper
applications can be accessed at nj.gov/taxation. The automated
telephone filing system will be available 24 hours a day, seven days a
week, during the filing period.
For homeowners:
File applications by phone: 1 (877) 658-2972
File applications online: nj.gov/treasury/taxation/anchor/homefile.shtml
For tenants:
File online: nj.gov/treasury/taxation/anchor/tenant.shtml
To
ask
questions,
call
1
(888)
238-1233
or
e-mail
NJ.Anchor@treas.nj.gov. For In-person assistance at Taxation Regional
Information Centers, we strongly recommend making an
appointment: nj.gov/treasury/taxation/contact.shtml
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GOLD RECOGNITION
FOR BICYCLING
PROGRAM

The
Township
of
Holmdel
recently received Gold Level
Recognition for the New Jersey
Safe Routes Program sponsored
by EZ Ride. The award honors
the Township’s commitment and
support of the program by
enabling
and
encouraging
children to walk and bicycle . The
efforts by the Holmdel Police
Department Traffic Safety Unit,
TABS Committee, and Township
Engineer were instrumental on
receiving this award.

UPCOMING PAPER
SHREDDING EVENT

A residential paper shredding
event will take place on Saturday,
November 19 at DPW between
the hours of 9:00am-1:00pm or
once the truck is filled.
Do not bring more than 100
lbs. of paper per person. Due
to heavy demand, the weight
limit will be strictly enforced.
Remove large binder clips.
Staples and paper clips are ok.
This is a free service to Township
Residents
only.
Proof
of
residency will be required.
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PLASTIC BAG RECYCLING HAS
RESUMED AT TOWN HALL
Holmdel once again began accepting plastic bags and film for recycling
as of October 17th, 2022. The only place to drop off bags and film will
be a clearly marked bin at the entrance of Town Hall.

KEEP HOLMDEL’S
WATER SAFE AND
CLEAN

If the collection bin is full, please do not leave bags on the floor or pile
them on top, please come back at another time.
This plastic bag/film recycling effort is part of the Trex Community
Challenge. If Holmdel collects 500lbs of acceptable items within six
months, the Township will receive a free, sturdy plastic bench from
Trex. Holmdel participated in this challenge last year and received a
bench which was installed on the patio near the new fire station.

Holmdel Township reminds residents
that effective stormwater management
helps keep water sources clean and
helps maintain drain and sewer
systems. It’s an easy way to keep
Holmdel’s water supply safe.
Residents have more control
reducing stormwater pollution
they may think. Here are a few
ways in which individuals can
protect our water system:

over
than
easy
help

Keep sewer grates cleared off. Don’t
dispose of leaves, trash, motor oil,
pet waste, or any other items in the
street or in stormwater catch
basins/sewer grates. Blocked catch
basins keep water from draining
properly and pollute the water that
drains.
Plant shrubs in the spring. Shrubs
and trees help to prevent excess
runoff by increasing soil absorption
and decreasing erosion. They also
require less fertilizer than grass,
which lowers pollution levels.
Clean up after your pet. Animal
waste pollutes the water that flows
into our rivers and lakes.
Don’t litter. Trash left on the
ground can block drainage and
cause pollution in bodies of water.
Please don’t flush sanitary products,
other than toilet paper, down the toilet.
Items including napkins and paper
towels—even those that are marketed
as “flushable” can similarly clog the
sewer system and create the same types
of problems in sewer lines as fats, oils
and grease. Disposable wipes are also a
significant problem for residential and
municipal sewer systems. These nonwoven cloths do not break down and
create clogs in residential lateral pipes,
sewer lines and pumping station
machinery. These wipes may include
those products used for infants,
household cleaning, makeup removal,
hand
sanitization,
sunscreen
application and more. These disposable
wipes should be placed in the trash
after use.
October 2022
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THE POLO CLUB RIBBON CUTTING

Earlier this month, Mayor Buontempo cut the ribbon on the Polo Club on Route 34. This ceremony
marked the grand opening of the restaurant which has been long anticipated. The Polo Club is located
on the site of a tavern that dated back to the Revolutionary War. In 1948 the farmhouse tavern was
transformed into the Pleasant Valley Inn and later Remington’s. Congratulations to the staff of the
Polo Club on their grand opening!

SWING LOOSE GOLF DRIVING RANGE
RIBBON CUTTING

Last month, Mayor Buontempo was invited to cut the ribbon for Swing Loose Golf’s new outdoor
driving range. The range is located on the property at Bell Works. Congratulations to the staff and
patrons of Holmdel’s newest outdoor recreational attraction: the Swing Loose Outdoor Driving Range!
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NATIONAL WREATHS ACROSS
AMERICA DAY

Wreaths Across America coordinates wreath-laying ceremonies at
1,600-plus locations, including a stop at New Jersey Vietnams’
Memorial (NJVVMF) leading up to National Wreaths Across America
Day on December 17, 2022. On December 14th, Wreaths Across of
America will be at the NJVVMF to remember and honor our veterans
through the laying of Remembrance wreaths on the graves of our
country’s fallen heroes. To help NJVVMF lay wreaths, donate a wreath
or volunteer to participate in this ceremony please visit their website
www.njvvmf.org.

VETERANS TOUR OF NAVAL
WEAPONS STATION EARLE

Captain Edward L. Callahan, Commanding Officer of Naval Weapons
Station Earle has formally invited our registered Holmdel Veterans for
a tour of the naval base on November 3, 2022. Due to high clearance
regulations pre-registration was required by October 21, 2022. The
station’s Mainside is in Colts Neck and the Waterfront is in
Middletown. The station's pier complex is one the longest “finger
piers” in the world. Since World War II the pier complex has provided
ammunition services to almost every class of vessel operated by the
Navy and Coast Guard as well as commercially owned vessels from a
multitude of nations.
October 2022

RED, WHITE, AND
BLUE LINE TO HONOR
FIRST RESPONDERS

Within the next few weeks, some might
notice red, white, and blue stripping on
the township service road accessing the
parkway off Crawfords Corner Road. It
was
the
recommendation
of
Committeeman Rocco Impreveduto,
with the unanimous support of fellow
Committee Members, as a way to honor
our Township’s Police Department,
Firefighters and EMS crews.
We owe all our first responders a great
debt of gratitude and want them to know
their service is recognized and truly
appreciated.

HOLMDEL FIRST AID
SQUAD CADET PROGRAM
RESUMES RECRUITING
VOLUNTEERS
The Holmdel First Aid Squad is 100%
volunteer-driven,
and
provide
emergency medical services to the
residents and guests of Holmdel
Township 24/7/365. We are pleased to
share that their Cadet program has
fully resumed; they have 27 high
school juniors and seniors currently
active in the program. In addition to
seeing them out on the road
responding to 9-1-1 emergencies, look
for our crews providing standby
coverage at the HHS and SJV home
football games! If you're interested in
finding out more about HFAS or
submitting a membership application,
we invite you to talk with them at
community events or connect with
them on Facebook and Instagram.
They
are
always
looking
for
volunteers!
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CEMETERY CLEAN UP FOR
REVOLUTIONARY WAR SOLDIERS
Over the past year, the Middletown
Chapter of Daughters of the American
Revolution (DAR) has been clearing
cemeteries from debris throughout
Holmdel Township to enable grave
marking
dedication
ceremonies
commemorating
the
service
of
Revolutionary War Soldiers. Recent
ceremonies took place on October 15,
2022, at Luyster Burial Ground to honor
John P. Luyster, and at Holmdel
Cemetery to honor Capt. John Schenck.
Beginning in the spring of 2022, Sgt.Charles Groder and Ptl.
Matthew Menosky joined with Michele Donnelly, Shelly Lester
and Theresa Daniele of the Middletown Chapter of the National
Society Daughters of the American Revolution (NSDAR) in an
effort to clean up cemeteries in the Township where
Revolutionary War Patriots are buried. The NSDAR is a lineagebased membership service organization for women who are
directly descended from a person involved in the United States'
efforts toward independence. Sgt. Groder is a direct descendant of
a Revolutionary War Patriot, and his daughters Reilly and Reid
are members of the NSDAR.
This ongoing project includes members of the DAR, the public,
local Boy Scouts and the Holmdel Police Cadet program. Several
cemeteries have been cleaned of fallen trees as well as vegetation
and, during the process, some burial locations that have
previously been lost to fallen headstones and covered with debris
over the decades have been rediscovered. Many of the burial sites
are located in small family plots and are found in often secluded
areas of the Town not easily accessible by the public, as they are
located on private property. In those burial grounds, permission
to access them has been graciously granted by the property
owners. Other cemeteries exist on Township-owned land.
The graves of several of the Patriots have been cleaned, and new
Revolutionary War Veteran grave markers and flags have been
placed beside their headstones. In those cases where a headstone
is missing or damaged beyond legibility, Michele, Shelly, and
Theresa through their research and submission of applications to
the Veteran's Administration, have been able to receive
Government grave markers to be placed at the site. These
markers are made of granite and weigh approximately 150
pounds. They are inscribed with the Patriot's name, branch of
service and dates of birth and death. In the case of broken stones,
some are able to be repaired using techniques Michele and Shelly
learned at a recent seminar.

SECOND VETERAN’S
ROUNDTABLE A
RESOUNDING
SUCCESS

On October 7, 2022, the Township
held
it’s
second
Roundtable
Discussion at the New Jersey
Vietnam
Veterans
Memorial
Museum located at 1 Memorial
Lane, Holmdel, NJ. Joining our
Veterans
were
Mayor
Greg
Buontempo and Committeeman
Brian Foster. Mike Thornton,
Interim Director of the museum
provided a ground tour of the
facility. Special speakers for the
event were Colonel Joseph Bucco
and Peter Midgley, M.S. of the
State’s Department of Veterans
Affairs on available benefits to
Gold Star Members, retired and
current service members, as well as
Sgt. Charles Groder of the
Holmdel Police Department on the
Wreaths Across America program.
Daily tours of the museum are
available to the general public. For
additional information please visit
www.njvvmf.org.

For more information on how to join this chapter please email
middltowndar@gmail.com.
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October is National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. An annual
campaign to raise awareness about the impact of breast cancer, at their
October 11, 2022 meeting, the Township Committee gave the
proclamation that this month will be known as Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. The Proclamation declares support for breast cancer research, as
well as for survivors and those battling the disease.

CELEBRATING RED RIBBON WEEK

BICYCLE AND
MEDICAL SUPPLY
DONATIONS

A big thank you to all our
residents who assisted in making
our bicycle and medical supply
donation events so successful.
These programs produce so
many wins in so many ways! The
Township will hold such events
again in the Spring of 2023.

Red Ribbon Week was recognized this year during the week of October
24-28. This year's theme was “Celebrate Life. Live Drug-Free.”
Red Ribbon locally and nationally serves as a catalyst to mobilize
communities to increase awareness and support for substance use
prevention, treatment, and recovery. Now more than ever, it is crucial
for us as community members to stand together & fight to end the
overdose epidemic, support recovery and keep our children safe.
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All dogs must be on a leash and cats be contained one
per carrier. Animals must be supervised by an adult.
Only healthy dogs and cats that can be safely restrained
by the owner shall be vaccinated at our clinics.
Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2022 - Fair Haven Firehouse,
645 River Road from 7 pm to 8 pm
Wednesday, Nov. 9, 2022 - Rumson Public Works
Garage, 80 East River Road from 6:30 pm to 8 pm
Saturday, Nov. 12, 2022 - Little Silver Firehouse, 543
Prospect Avenue from 10 am - 12 pm
Wednesday, Jan. 11, 2023 - Brielle Fire Hall, 509
Longstreet Avenue from 7 pm to 8 pm
Monmouth County Regional Health Commission No. 1
reserves the right to refuse services in the effort to
maintain the safety of staff and participants. Clinics are
subject to cancellation or postponement without notice.
Please call with any questions: 732-493-9520.
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